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COLON EE OTTESS 

TELCOME e Pho: 
bus in the winter;- months 

was s the pleaſure-fraught epiſtle of my 
 Antonia,—Joy, my friend I con- 


Wor- II. B gratulate 
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gratulate you on the recovery of your 


ſenſes and your reaſon ;—they both 


muſt have ſtrayed far beyond their 


uſual bounds, when, wrapped in a 
cloud. of bright jonquil, they raiſed 
the phantom jealouſy.—You are no 
predeſtinarian I plainly ſee from your 
arguments.—lIn ſome caſes, Antonia, 
tis far moſt prudent to believe things 
as our hearts would wiſh them---If a 
deception, tis, at leaſt, 'a pleaſing 
one ;---and, ſhould we diſcover our 
miſtake, tis far better that a misfor- 
tune happen ſuddenly, than, by brood- 
ingen * to ſe . of Py 
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our aceaùnt of Mrs. Brorfield's 
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lovely charge intereſts me greatly.— 
W hat a ſtrange accident !—Happy 
for the pretty creature that ſhe fell 
into the protection of the beneyo- 
lent.——TI was reading your letter 
to my Mama---and (from what reas 
ſon I cannot ſurmiſe) her maid, an 
amiable young woman, but lately 
come into her ſervice, burſt into 
tears, and haſtily left the room. 
Surely, ſhe could be no ways intereſts 
od in the fate of the pretty Selima 
I know not what to make of it; 
yet cannot help thinking that ſhe is. 
I again introduced the ſubject 
while Mrs. Elvin was at her toilet, 
and obſerved the poor young crea?” 


ture was hardly able to perform her 


B 2 office 


Once been her ne ornament— 
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office. I hate to appear inquiſitive, 
yet ſhall I not be eaſy till I have 
diſcovered the ſource of her emo- 


tions--and which way can- I diſco- 


ver them without e her diſ- 


treſs? 


Her whole appearance is highly 
prepoſſeſſing; --- her features, but 


for the | ravages of fickneſs or ad- 


verſity, muſt have been lovely to an 


extreme. For what cauſe I know 
not, ſhe carefully conceals her hair 
under a cloſe round cap, or, per- 


haps, illneſs may have obliged her 
to cut it off. From hex fine dark 
eye · brows I ſhould imagine it to have 


but 


(3.0 
but now, abſorbed in the deepeſt 
gloom, ſne pays but ſmall attention to 
her perſon. Her countenance alone 
was her recommendation. — Captain 


Elvin and my Mama were one day 


taking an airing round Highgate, 
and the adjacent hamlets - and, ſtop- 
ping at a farm houſe upon the road 
to admire a colt which the Captain 
had purchaſed of the farmer the pre- 
ceding day, the good woman of the 
houſe aſked. if Mrs. Elvin or her 
daughter were in want of a domeſ- 
tic · at the ſame time ſpeaking much 


in praiſe of the abilities of her lodger. 


My Mama deſired to ſee her, and, 
from the impulſe of firſt im preſſion, 
took Agnes into her ſervice, with. 
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out any other recommendation than 
her features; L and the prudence and 
aſſiduity with which ſhe diſcharges 
the duties of her place, ſhew that 
Mrs. Elvin is no n Phy fog. 
nomiſt. 


Having no clue to unravel the myſ- 
tery, I muſt reſtrain my curioſity, 
leaving the wiſhed - for diſcovery to 
chance, which, indeed, ſeems more 
likely to effect jr than my moft un- 
wearied endeavours. —And now, An- 
tonia, for. the ſequel oy the defired 
memoirs. 


A The affiir of the Des Lunettes fa- 
mily were in the train mentioned in 
the concluſion of my laſt letter, when 

n a ſmall 
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a fmall volume, entitled Letters on 
Female Education, iſſued from the 
preſs.— Among other new publi- 
cations it fell into the hands of the 
Earl, and, happening to mect with 


his approbation, created in him a 
with of being acquainted: with he 
authoreſs.— The deſire was a com- 
mendable one his daughter was deſ- 
titute af a governeſs; the perſon, 
whoever ſhe might be, appeared 0 
poſſeſs the neceſliry requiſites of thas 

character; and, ſenſible that none hut 
a ſtranger to his principles would 
undertake the truſt, he formed à 58+ 
folution of waiting on her, and, i - 
not in a very eligible ſpbere of - lifes 
making her a an offer of reſiding in his 
As N 
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It will be--proper, my dear, be- 
fore I proceed any further, to inform 
you, that the authoreſs of Letters 
on Education was a married female, 
of about- four-and-twenty years of 


age. Her huſband had been many 


years in the lace- manufacture, and 
poſſeſſed an unblemiſhed reputation, 


but, from loſſes in buſineſs, and una- 


voidable misfortunes, like many other 
worthy tradeſmen, was reduced to 


the neceſſity of compromiſing his af- 


fairs, and ſome months afterwards 
| accepted a place of ſmall falary in 
the Cuſtoms Two children, and 
an increafing family, rendered their 
fituation every day more painful ;— 
and, but for the chearing ray of 
_y that bid them look forward to 

brigiter 
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brighter proſpects, miſery and deſpair 
muſt-have been their conſtant gueſts. 


Mrs. C... poſſeſſed ſome ſmall 
ſhare of literary genius. — Previous 
to her marriage, ſhe had written ſeve- 
ral little pieces, on ſubjects, which, 
though unworthy the eye of learn- 
ing, were adapted to the preſent race 
of female readers but as ſhe'ſcrib- 
bled merely for amuſement, ſhe 
| fought neither emolument nor fame. 
The former, ſhe was ſenfible, is ſel- 
dom'the reward of literary talents; 
and the latter ſhe had not a ſufficient 
- ſhare: of vanity to hope for. The 
Polite Preceptor was the only piece 
the dared to flatter herſelf would be 
- B 5 received 
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received with candor; — and, as that 
was merely a compilation of eſſays 
from authors whoſe works the moſt 
rigid eritic could not cenſure— 
ſhe left it wholly to the pleaſure of 
her bookſeller, cither to exhibit her 


name in the title-page, or publiſh it 


under a fictitious one. He did nei» 
ther---for, his name ſoon after appear- 
ing in-the Gazette with a Whereas, 
| the manuſcript was re- ſold, and the 
authoreſs heard no more of the Po- 
lite Preceptor, or the copy-money, 
till ſome months after, happening to 
be in town, ſhe ſaw it advertiſed as 
publiſhed by another bookſeller ; but, 
as he had legally purchaſed it, ſhe 
couldderive no beneſit from her claim. 

| This 
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This diſappointment, for a while, 
damped the progreſs of her quill; 


and it was nat till near two. years 
after her marriage that ſhe attempted 


to teſume her favourite amuſement. 


he embarraſſments under which 


ſhe then found herſelf, het increaſing 


family, and a thouſand: other; diſa- 
greeable circumſtances concurrings 
induced her once more to reſume an 
employ, which (though the profits 
ariſing from it were but ſmall) was 
at leaſt ſome triſling addition to an 
income quite . to aut, 1 


wana Münte, | and 


Her name for. the fir time ap- 


prac in Letters on Female Educa- 
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tion; which, like every other pub- 
cation, were by ſome few cen- 
fured, and by ſome approved. A 
ſubject ſo often treated on by more 
able writers, could not admit much 
additional illuſtration - yet, conſider- 
ing the many volumes that had before 
appeared under fimilar titles, Mrs. 
C. 's performance was received as fa- 


vorably as either herſelf or bookſeller 


eould reaſonably expect. 


About two months after the pub- 
lication of it, a gentleman whom 
Mrs. C...... was perfectly a ſtranger 
to, called one morning at her lodg- 
ing, and without any ceremony was 
conducted up ſtairs, where he found 
18015 2 
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1 
her buſied in the uſual occupations 
of thoſe who have a young family 
and but ſmall aſſiſtance. 


eien bim to be a * of 
ich inferior rank than he really 
was, ſhe treated him with the free- 
dom of an equal—and, intreating 
him to be ſeated, waited impatiently 
to learn the ſubject of a viſit ſhe ſo 
little expected, nor could 5 y 
gueſs 1 the motives of. 

Loud Des Lunettes (for ſo he proved 
to be) kept her not long in ſuſpenſe. 


„ May I, Madam, intreat the fas 
vor of knowing whether you are the 
perſon 
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perſon who lately publiſned a volume 
entitled Letters on Education?“ 


e The ſame, Sir, (not ſuſpecting his 
rank, but naturally ſuppoſing from the 
queſtion. that he was a bookſeller)— 
dreſs in the preſent age but little diſ- 
tinguiſhes the peer from the plebeian, 


From your appearance I ſhould 
have been rather inclined to doubt 
u—1 thought, Madam, the Letters 


were addreſſed from an elderly lady 


to one more youthful.? 


5 © True, Sir. but it was only be- 
cauſe' thoſe characters were beſt a- 


depted to the ſubject. Advice has 


1011509 ever 


— 
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ever moſt weight when conveyed 
through the channel of experience, 
It is natural to ſuppoſe that the du- 
ties of a mother can be beſt explain · 
ec by thoſe whoſe hearts have glowed 
with maternal tenderneſs.. The Let- 
ters are addreſſed to a married lady 
maſt certainly; but I do not remem· 
ber that the age of the writer is par» 
tieularly mentioned—it reſts entirely 
with the readers to ſuppoſe her either 
in the ſummer or autumn of ber 
days, and the ſubject, without doubt; 
biaſſes them to ſuppoſe the latter. 
But, as a further confirmation that the 
volume you are pleaſed to approve 
was really written by the perſon, be- 
n you here, Sir, is a ſmall eſ- 
74 fay, _ 
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fay, (taking a paper from her deſk,) 
which I dare fay will, from the fimi- 
larity of ſtyle and ſentiment, con- 
vince, you more powerſully than all 
I can urge.” Pardon me, Madam; 
I doubt not your veracity---but: muſt 
beg leave to add another queſtion to 
the former—-Is your ſituation in life 
eaſy as you could wiſhꝰVou have a 
young family 1-ſee---it would per- 
haps be inconvenient to leave them 
I have a daughter who would be 
happy in ſuch an inſtructreſs. But 
in what buſineſs is your huſband ? 


With the utmoſt candour Mrs. 
C...... acquainted him with her 
real fituation ; and added, that, how- 
el ever 
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ever painful to leave her family---ſhe 
ſhould happily embrace any change 
that was likely to be conducive; to 
their intereſt and her own honour 
and the- ſtranger then, to her very | 
great aſtoniſhment, declared himſelf 
to be Lord Des Lunettes. He aſſured 
her the ſalary he ſhould give (if, after 
conſulting Mr. C......, ſhe thought 
proper to undertake the care of Lady 
Charlotte's education) ſhould be wore 
thy her acceptance---and that at the 
ſame time his intereſt ſhould not be 
wanting to procure her huſband a 
more eligible place. With theſe flat- 
_ tering affurances his Lordſhip took 
his leave; but ſaid, as it would be pro- 
per ſhe ſhould firſt be introduced to 
151. Lady 


CW -) 
Lady Des Lunettes, (who, he ex- 
pected, would be in town in about a 
fortnight, ) he muſt beg the favor of 
her to wait on them in Golden · ſquare 
- US ſoon as * Larne een | 
Mamis 

— ſo Interefildg you may 
be ſure, was communicated to Mr. 
C. . ., the moment he came home: 
they maturely diſeuſſed the point; and, 
though many would be the inconve- 
niences, concluded, that in their pre- 
fent ſtraightened fituation ſuch an offer 

was not to be rejected. The fus 
ture advantages that might accrue was 
to them a far greater object than tha 
falary they expected that, they were 
Naben would be no more than ſuffi- 
cient 
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eient to ſupply the wants of their Hts 


tle ones, when deprived of a mother's 


care ;=-- but intereſt ſo powerful might 
enable them to procure eſtabliſhments 
for their dearer ſelves, as they ad- 
vanced in years. Deluſive hopes 
Little did they think how vile a heart 
that being poſſeſſed who had given 
duch to thoſe flattering ideas. 


— 1 a had but juſt dpd 

from his firſt viſit, when his Lordſhip 
again called on them. He acquaints 
e Mrs. C....., that he had not been 
able to prevail on Lady Des Lunettes 
to come to town · but added, that he 
made no doubt of her coming the en- 
ſuing * and flattered himſelf ſhe 
759 would 


(2. ) 
would be happy in a plan that could 
not fail of being conducive to the 


improvement and happineſs of her 1 
* Hilal l of (1151 | = 
! of Lady Des Lag e 


5 poſſeſſes weak nerves- · the thoughts 
of the journey (though little more 
than twenty miles) is a ſubject. of the 
greateſt trouble. Vou appear, Ma- 
dam, to enjoy the moſt enviable diſ- 
poſition, and in your Oeicty 1 hope 
my amiable little Charlotte will wear 
off thoſe unpleaſing impreſſions which, 
from the timidity and depreſſion of 
Lady Des Lunettes, e Rang in 
ſome en imbibed. 94 25001 
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* Her late governeſs (to do her ſtrict 
juſtice) cultivated her taſte for read- 
ing, and improved her underſtanding : 
but the morals, Mrs. C......—the 
morals !—"Tis not from precept, but 
example—that good or bad prejudices 
are implanted on the tender mind. 
— Mrs. Sowin, though in appearance 
miſtreſs of every requiſite to form the 
amiable inſtructreſs, could not com- 
mand her paſſions; — ſhe poſſeſſed the 
theory, but not the practice: in a word, 


ſhe proved a very improper perſon to 


guide the inexperienced ſteps of youth 


and innocence.— How fortunate am I 
in meeting with a lady ſo far ſuperior 
in morals and diſpoſition I am an 
old man, Mrs. C.,, yet can I well 


A a 
diſcern real merit from external gloſs. 
Your open countenance and unreſerv- 
ed candor at the firſt interview gave 
me the moſt favourable impreſſions of 
your heart, and confirmed me in the 
opinion I bad formed of vou from 
your Letters:” 


4 Your Lordſhip does me great 
honor, and I hope will never have 
_ reaſon to retract thoſe ſentiments.— As 
it is perfectly agreeable to Mr. C.., 
I ſhall with pleaſure undertake the va- 
lvable truſt your Lordſhip is pleaſed 
to think me worthy of— and flatter 
myſelf, ſhall neither from precept 
nor example prove undeſerving the 
efteerh of Lady Charlotte, of appro- 
bation of Lady Des Lunettes.“ 

«I am 


66 
6“ am convinced you will not.— 
In a few days, Mrs. C. , I'll ae- 
quaint you when her Ladyſhip in- 
tends coming to town:“ and, preſent- 
ing her with a trifling note, as a proof 
that his profeſhons of ferving her were 
ſincere, his Lordſhi p again took ** 
leave. 
a. 
From that time it was near three 


months before Mrs. C:..... heard any 


thing more of the Earl or his family; 
and ſhe naturally began to conclude that 
Lady Charlotte was provided with a 


governeſs, or that the gentleman who 


had called on her was not in reality 
the perſon he bad profeſſed himſelf to 


n order to reduee this ſug- 
1 geſtion 


EC un } 
geſtion to a certainty, ſhe took an op- 
portunity of calling in Golden-ſ{quare, 
but found, upon enquiry, that the fa- 


mily Des Lunettes were really fituated 


as his Lordſhip had mentioned, and 


that the young lady was ſtill without a 


governeſs. The latter part of the in- 
telligence left her quite at a loſs what 
concluſions to form---but ſhe thought, 


as ſuch a number of weeks were 


capled,. it was rather unlikely ſhe 
ſhould be applied to any more on aſub- 
ject concerning which ſhe had been, 


perhaps, po mg: in her n 


Tbe r was Wk diſcuſſed * 
tween herſelf and buſband “ To be 


dor not to be“ was the point in queſ- 


tion 


ti 
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1 
tion L and for the ſake of their little 
ones the former was their wiſh. 


Affairs were thus ſituated, when a 


letter from W. removed their doubts 


It acquainted them that the illneſs 
of his Lordſhip's eldeſt ſon had pre- 


cluded all attention to any other ſub- 
je&t—that the young gentleman had 
been for ſome weeks at the point of 


death, but now being perfectly re- 


covered, joy once more began to 


reign throughout the family-—and 
conchided with intreating Mrs. C... 


to come on a viſit to the lodge for a 


few days,that a final agreement might 
be determined on — adding, that, 


as Lady Des Lunettes could not 
Vor. II. C prevail 
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prevail on herſelf to leave the coun- 
try---it would be the moſt agreeable 
method of introduction and, as his 

Lordſhip meant for Mrs. C. to reſide 
in his family upon the moſt friendly 
terms, he wiſhed her firſt to viſit it 
in the character of a friend. 


80 flattering an invitation, you 
muſt naturally ſuppoſe, was readi- 
ly complied with on the part of 
Mrs. C..... :—ſhe ſet out on her lit- 
tle journey with the greateſt alacri- 
ty — and, but for the proſpect of 
an approaching increaſe, of family, 
would have been perfectly at eaſe--- 
but the probability that the incon- 
veniences of ſuch a ſtate might 

| raiſe 
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raife an objection on the part of her 
Ladyſhip, in ſome degree leſſened 
the ſatisfaction ſhe would otherwiſe 
have enjoyed. 


_- 35 e proved no impedi- 

ment---ſhe had the happineſs to be 
approved, and treated with the 
greateſt reſpect and ann —_ 
her ſhort viſit. 123791 


A fortnight from that time was 
fixed on as the period when ſhe 
was to enter on her truſt—and at 
her own particular deſire it was a- 
greed that ſhe ſhould return home 
for the few weeks in which her ſitua: 
tion would require confinement— _ 

C 2 an 
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an event which, however, was not 
then expected to take bed for fe- 
Vera! months. M 

10 mne cbutſe of khe fortni ght her 
children were placed with proper 
nurſes—The ſeparation was painful-- 
but Intereſt commanded, whoſe voice 
even Nature, in particulat fituations, 
moſt i not rexuſe to liſtep to. 


Behold her now, Antonia, ſettled 
in the family of his Lordſhip—ap- 
parently eſteemed by himſelf and 
Lady, refpected by the ſervants, and 
beloved by Lady Charlotte — What 


greater happineſs to one deſirous 


of pleafing— what diſtinction more 
£15; FE 0 flattering! 
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flattering! and I, who knew her, 
am ſenſible ſhe deſerved. all that 
was beſtowed upon her. —— The 
plauſibility of his conduct, and hypo- 
critical affectation of goodneſs which 
the Earl could at will aſſume, blinded 
Mrs. 70 for ſome months as to his 
real character To make himſelf ap- 
pear the. beſt parent, the moſt diſ- 
intereſted friend, and much injured 
huſband, was his conſtant attempt, 
when. circumſtances rendered ſuch 
deception neceſſar y. 
f He ſeemed to have out- lived eve- 
ry deſire but that of contributing 
to the. happineſs of his children, 
which he carried to ſuch an exceſs as 

C 3 - . nearly. 
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neatly to idolize thoſe who ſhared 
with him the talk of conveying to 
them either inſtruction or amuſe- 
ment. The diſpoſition of the perſon 
whom his Lordſhip had now made 
choice of was peculiarly adapted to 
ſuch an employment :—ſhe at once 
poſſeſſed all the requiſites to form 
the friend and the inſtructreſs, nor 
were they blended with that auſteri- 
ty which generally renders tie name 
of Governeſs ſo diſpleaſing to the 
youthful mind. Amuſement and in- 
ſtruction ſhould never be detached--- 
but to convey the latter under the 
pleaſing dreſs of the former, be the 
plan of all thoſe who wiſh their 
* be efficacious — it was 

. that 
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that adopted by Mrs, C. , and ſhe 
had the ſatisfaction to find it pro- 
ductive of the moſt happy effects on 
the mind of Lady Charlotte 
$he received the encomiums every 
day beſtowed on her- not with the 
ſenſations of vanity that is gratified 
with hearing its own eulogiums - but 
with that heart: felt ſatisfaction which 
every - one muſt experience who 
ſtrives to pleaſe a benefactor, and is 
ſueceſsful in the endeavour —In 
ſhort, ſhe was perfectly ſatisfied with 
her fituation, and continued for ſome 
months moſt deſervedly eſteemed by 
| "_ _ of the family. | 


Mrs. © 6 en ſhe Aiden 
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not dhe lectitude uf dis Lordſhip's 
principles, was not inſenfilile f his 
caprice or foibles- but, conſcious that 
few. characters are totally exempt from 
the two latter, readily, jexcuſed the 
errors they were ſometimes produce 
tive of. From the diſguſt with which 
he ever mentioned Mrs. Sowin, it was 
not difficult to diſcover that he was 
implacable in his reſentment; but, as 
ſhe; flattered herſelf the ſhould never 
merit his diſpleaſure, it gave her no 


uneaſineſs Lady Charlotte's affec- 
tion for her was the foundation on 
which ſhe built her ſtrongeſt hopes; 
nor did ſhe believe it poſſible he 
would, for any ſelfiſh views, ſacri- 
 fice the bappinoſa of a- woman for 


whom 


1 


r eee .m+ » 
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whotw:hs N we 9 78 the 
eee | 
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„Alas! how deceitful wel Appelt | 
ances . A ſtranger to his true cha- 
ra&ter; the imagined not that the moſt 
vicious | inchinations were concealed 
under the maſk of virtue. Candor 
and credulity were her greateſt foibles 
Tfoibles, though in themfetves arias! 
ble; truly dangerous to the poſſeſſor. 
A heart void of ſulpicioo, and inge 
nuous to an extreme, is ever liable to) 
impofition· it marks 4 nöbleneſs 'of * 
ſoul; biit bettiys an" ignorance bf the 
world. Miſtruſt, However narrows" 


minded it may appear, is a ſhield ne-" 


ceffüry to defend mankind from tred-* 
_— C7 chery 


| © 34 ) 
chery By adhering to the old adage 


that All is not gold that glitters, we 


are guarded againſt deceptions—That 
it is an uncharitable diſpoſition I'll al- 
low, but often productive of much 
utility; and, if it renders us not be- 
loved, will at leaſt prevent our being 
| impoſed upon,—Was every mind im- 


preſſed with the ſame virtues, I would 


acknowledge that nothing is more de- 
ſirable than openneſs of heart, and a 
ſoul void of ſuſpicions · but of what ſer- 


vice theſe in an age that abounds with 


falſehood and diſimmlation? By ſuſ- 
. petting everyone, we may have the 
happineſs of finding them better than 
we imagine or, at worſt, ſhall not 
have the angrtification of being de- 


wan of cM EY ceived, 
„ 10 2 e 0 , 
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( WW I 
ceived. — But a. truce to argumen- 
tation—We'll return to Mrs. C. . 


Unacquainted with the world, its 
changes, chances, and deceptions, ſhe 
believed her happineſs would be per- 
manent, and, from the reſpect ſhe then 
received, formed the moſt . 
expectations. | | 


No Gtpation could have been more 
—— £ ſo well tire her 
turn of mind. N - NEAT 

4 To rear the tender thought” was 
an employment in which ſhe pecu- 
liarly delighted; and the happy diſ- 
_ of her amiable charge gave 

| 5 to 
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As it was e his 18d. 
ſnip— That the world is not known 
by books alone; they (as it was al- 


ways cuſtomary during the fummer 


months) made ſeveral ſhort excurſions. 


Under what denomination: Sterne 
would have ranked them I know not; 
but they were travellers, and whether 
curious, fentimental, or indolent, is 
immaterial it gratified the Earl's am- 
_ -bitzon, which ſoared no higher than 
to be een eee a 
* „le niit 


ten was ho profeſſed mo- 


tive; how far the end was anſwered you 


/ may 


ſ 
ki 
h 
1 
N 
: 
1 
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may gueſs, Antonia; from the hurry 
in which their journeys were per- 
formed---four days were ever thought 
ſafficient'for as many hundred miles; 
nor was the Earl leſs parſimonious of 
time even when any-thiug Preſented 

icſelf truly as ras CN” | 
20 JON I Hir Ott 1D>BIEZ 1 pd! 1 
For them to e ſeen ſuch and 
ſuch "places---made- ſuch and ſuch 
tours was ſufficient gratificatioi for 
his vanity.— To graſp the ſhadow he 
neglected the ſubſtanee; and they ge- 
nerally returned from theſe” curſory 
peregrinations with the ſame degree of 
information with thoſe, who, having 
ſubſoribed to a library, read the ritle- 
page of every new publication, and 
9 


( 38 ) 
perhaps burthened their memory with 
the motto, pals 1 the ignorant 
as men of letters. N 


705 The r of ag in thoſe 

early years leaves but little reliſh for 
ſculpture or for paintings.— To ren- 
der it beneficial and amuſing, proper 
time ſhould be allowed for. reſt, and 
a larger portion for the indulgence of 
curioſity. Lady Charlotte poſſeſſed 
a degree of diſcernment and under- 
| ſtanding that would have done ho- 
nour to riper years-+-but eyery age 
has its different pleaſures - thoſe adapt - 
ed to maturity cannot be productive 


of much ſatisfaction in the days of 


chdhood: and, even allowing it poſ- 
ſible 


d 
al 
P 
* 
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fible for a young lady of eleven years 
of age to diſplay a taſte in arts and 
ſciences, what opportunity is there of 
improving it by flying from place to 
place, and ſcarcely allowing ſufficient 
leiſure to examine any one particular 
object with attention? 


But ſuch was his Lordſhip's plea- 
ſure; and, however repugnant to ſenſe. 
or reaſon, none dare hint a n. 
bation of his plan. 


* the, bon aner bad bs. | 
dedicated to a tour through France 
and Holland, they now viſited the 
principal ſeats in N....., and the Uni- 
reg of Cambrig ge and Oxford, 
but 


( 49 ) 
but. with a-rapidity that had more the 
ſemblance of travelling expreſs, than 
making an excurfion of pleaſure.— 
Curioſity had little 'of no effect on bis 
oonduct; nor can tell from what real 
motive his Lordſhip ever prõpoſed a 


journey, unleſs from the natural reſt- 


leſsneſs of his diſpoſition, which al- 
| lowed him happineſs neither at home 
nor abroad. Like the bird which could 
find no reſting- place for her foot. 
his thoughts could: fix on no ſubject 
which was not a reproach to himſelf; 
and, judging of all mankind by his 
own beart, he never ſet out on an 
excurſion but with a determination 


of returning ſooner than was expected, 


to he ought have the poor ſatis- 
faction 


WW. 
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faction of diſcovering | er 

en een 1 
50 uy had hoped for de * 

tisfaction from - theſe little expedi- 

tions band was of courſe diflatisfied 

and d iſappointed - they afforded nei - 


ther ſubject for curioſity nor improve 


ment; benefitted neither her pupil 
not iherſelf. She wiſhed to reſtrain 
the Earl's impatience, and with dif- 


| ficulky-forbore hinting che abſurdity: 


of travelling merely for the name: 


Lit appeared to her rather as an at- 


tempt to murder time, than to im- 


prove it — and; though ſhe doubted 


not his ſincerity, plainly diſcovered 

that vanity; and caprice governed 

all his actions. 
Ambitious 


( 42 ) 

Ambitious of reſpect, yet con- 
ſcious he deſerved it not, the firſt queſ- 
tions propoſed by bis Lordſhip after 
a viſit or airing were, Who had been 
obſerved to notice their carriage? 
Was it the gaze of curioſity, or eſ- 
teem due to his rank ?—Suſpicious 
of contempt, becauſe his conduct 
merited it, the ſmile of complacency 
was ever conſtrued as the ſneer of 
ridicule—at war with himſelf, he re- 
garded all mankind as enemies 


and to be even with them for the 


imaginary contempt ſhewn him, he 


made it his general maxim not to 


_ well * _ 285 


ik; or. Bode actions were 


virtues Fuck his Lordſhip fo ſeldom 
| practiſed 


a x << 
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practiſed, that, doubtful of their be- 


er dited), he never thought it poſſible 

en to ber them 1 5 9 | 

> ? 

Ji 4 Poor wrotches'! Heaven knows 

as when they eat before---but they were 

& very grateful---and indeed they ought 

ey to be ſo, for I treated them or 

of generouſly,” La 

e- 

— To do good for the fame it was 

ae productive of, was all his ideas of 

he benevolence.—If he gladdened the 
heart of poverty, raiſed the wages 


of a ſervant who had diſtinguiſhed 
himſelf by his attachment, or re- 
ſtored a limb to its priſtine ſtate by 


ing obſerved (or at leaſt being cre- 


the 


( 44 )- 


the application of his b 


remedy ** it was that he might have ac 
the pleaſure of continually hinting mY 
the obligation; and, had it been the 9 
cuſtom of the times, I make no doubt be 
but he would have paid an advanced ſe; 
ſalary to one of his domeſtic. for the n 
ſatisfaction of hearing his works of WM 
charity announced to the world * th 
the found of _ OHSS, Low 
Daun blog 2 
Phe illiseſ of fon had, ſome a 


months before; given him an happy 
opportunity of difplaying his gene- 
roſity The apothecary had attended 
the young gentleman for near a 
month. and by Swing up With him 


HN 2 Te] 
* 


Na $i » Goutard's Extra. e 
| ated 


Cay. 


b ated i in che double cipazity of rſs | 
and doctor: — he recovered—and, 
3 amazing effect of gratirude ! in the 
t " beight of his Lordſhip's joy, be pre- 
d ſented Mr. Julep with a bank- note of 
a one hundred pounds yvalue——This 
'f was the period, my dear, in which 
y the virtue of Mademoiſelle Sophie 
was in ſuch imminent tribulation 
No wonder generoſity ſhould find 
10 entrance in his breaſt, when love had 
y taken up its reſidence there. But yet 
* it was a wonder, for he was afterwards. 
4 aſtoniſhed at it himſelf. —To be ſure: 
a de effort was great for one ſo little 
* accuſtomed to noble acts; but, leſt 
his left hand ſhould be ignotant 
off what his right hand did, the 
Ip. bank 


( 46 ) 
bank-note and honeſt Julep were 


his continual ſubjects for above fix 


months after the young gentleman's 
recovery. | 


The cure was great very great 
---but my generofity was equal---- 
Julep was attentive! to his patient, 
and I nobly made him amends.—A 
hundred pounds, let me tell you, is 
no inconſiderable ſum for three weeks 


attendance -I dare ſay he was ſur- 


3 


prized ; I'm ſure he did not expect 
ſo much by half the value of the 
note. but I love to ſurprize people. 
He would not have gained ſo much 
by the common courſe of practice 
in as many months. However, he 

| ſaved 


( 47) 


ſaved my ſon, and LI. do not regret 
the reward I made him.” 


e are tedious, but che i 
tereſt of dependents obliges them to 
ſupport that and many other morti- 
fications with philoſophy. If to hear 
was all that was required of them, 
it would be well---but applauſe and 
ſervile flattery, however repugnant to 
their principles, are alſo expected. 
elf, in whatever reſpect the 
idol was concerned, was the con- 
ſtant, trite ſubject on which his 


cant. To thoſe poſſeſſed of ſenfibi- 
* what more painful than a fear 


—— by candor, or aſſuming 


19118 the 


0 

the character of a ſycophant Mrs. 
C..... was equally avęrſe to either. 
ſhe denied net merit, the praiſes due, 
nor joined applauſe but when her 
heart approved. To keep filence is 
fometimes moſt adviſeable : it leaves 
a blank for others to fill up in the 
manner they may think proper; 
and hers was generally accepted in 
an ent * one 


| Comiunal marks of eſteem, and 
encomiums on: all her ſentiments, 
words, and act ions, were now become 
ſo habitual, that they inſpired neither 
vanity nor confufion---She knew flat- 
tery was natural to courtiers'; and, 
| * conſcious that her merits 
equalled 


( 49 ) 
equillednot the praiſes ſhe received, 


os had the ſatisfactory pleaſure of re- 
e, lecting that her cond was fuch 
er as entitled her to eſteem, yet the 
1s eat have diſpenſed with 
es — proofs's of it: 
12 311} 


The propriety of his 'Lordlhip's AI 
behaviour had never given her red. 


ſon to f uſpeRt the regard he profefied | 
for her was of ſuch a nature as to 


id prompt hirn 'to endeavor to ren 

Ss, der her leſs eſtitmbble'.- Wis it þ BY 
ae bable he mould wiſh to gegrade That? 
er merit he embrackd . every. opel 


diey of eatbung ? N | "A r 
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_ overcaſt with threatening clouds 
ſtrikes horror to the heart of a weary 
traveller, ſo her diſappointment on 
detecting his hypocriſy was acute in 
the extreme--- Happy, had the diſ- 
covery been ſooner made! 


Her creumſtances rendering a 
temporary retirement needful, Mrs. 
C. returned to London, where ſhe 
continued about two months; and, 
during her confinement, received ſe- 
veral letters, both of inquiry into 
the ſtate of her health, and congra- 
tulations on her ſafety—they all con- 
cluded with the wiſh of her ſpeedy 
return, and, but for the pangs of 
lh from ber little girl, ſhe 

would 


Cit 3 
would have been equally bappy to 
have reſumed her truſt. 


Denied the nouriſhment which 
Nature ordained for infants, (and 
which, under other circumſtances, 
it would have been Mrs. C.'s greateſt 
. pleaſure to have afforded, the pretty 
creature almoſt wholly rejected every 
kind of food, inſomuch that its health 
declined daily, and, at the end of 
three weeks, its life was manifeſtly 
endangered. | ; 
| What a heart-breaking reflection 
for a tender mother !---A thouſand 
times did ſhe reſolve to ſacrifice in- 
tereſt to maternal feelings, nor ſuf- 

D 2 fer 
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fer her child to pine for what it 
was in her own power to beſtow, 
The conflict was great ; but intereſt 
prevailed. By indulging her tender- 
neſs ſhe might gratify her infant, but 
muſt, at the ſame time, give up the 
proſpect of a comfortable ſubſiſtance 
for all her family. Her huſband's 
ſalary, ſhe knew, would be quite ina- 
dequate to the expences which this 
addition to her family would occa- 
. fion. In this predicament too much 
ſenſibility would have been weak- 
neſs—ſhe ſuffered it not to gain the 
aſcendency over reaſon, but (however 
averſe to children's receiving nutri- 
ment from the breaſt of any but 
thoſe who give them birth) reſigned 


her 


Sed Seo Cc} Xwar_ 
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her little-one to the care of a wet- 
nurſe, and, recommending it to the 
protection of Providence, returned 
to her former ſituation. 


Alas! little did ſhe imagine that 
all her future expectations would ſo 
ſoon be blaſted ! that, inſtead of haſ- 
tening to the hoſpitable manſion of 
a benefactor, ſhe was haſtening to a 
fiend who ſought only to heap on 
her diſtreſs and injury. 


Vanity had never ſuggeſted to 
her the moſt trifling ſuſpicions of 
his villainy — How ſhould it The 
moſt impartial might allow that her 
perſon was not particularly diſagreea- 

D 2 ble ; 
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ble; the moſt partial could ſay no 
more. A temper generally vivaci- 
ous, unruffled by trifles, and affable 
to an extreme, were the only attrac- 
tions even I (who am her friend) 


can, with juſtice, allow her to poſ- 


ſeſs, and ſhe ſtudied no arts to ren- 
der herſelf. more pleafing—T he 
ambition of making' herſelf agreea- 
ble to the family in which ſhe was 
now placed, and beneficial to her 
own, was the only with her boſom 
harboured, —But it is time, my dear 
Antonia, to think of concluding this 
over-grown epiſtle; the remainder 
of the narrative muſt be reſerved for 
the ſubject of another letter, when 
1 hope to be . to acquaint you 

that 


TM 7 
that I have procured Mrs. Elvin's 
conſent to paſs a week or two with 
you at Woodly, Lam impatient to 
embrace its worthy inhabitants, and 
much more ſo perſonally to affure 
my dear Miſs Sedley, that the warmeſt 
friendſhip till glows in the heart of 


Her unalterable 


C. HARIEv. 


* 
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rn 
From the Same to the Same. 


; 


I Now,my friend, reſume the thread 


of my, hiſtory, (I mean that of Lord 


Des Lunettes,) and will leave other 
(though -perhaps more. intereſting) 
matters to be diſcuſſed afterwards, 

eA-l RES 4 id 

By the invitation of his Lordſhip, 
Mr. C. (who had before been a wel- 
come viſitor) reconducted his wife 
to W. and their reception was as flat- 
tering as their moſt ſanguine wiſhes 
could deſire. Lady Charlotte's joy 
on the return of a governeſs ſhe fin- 
Ar cerely 
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cerely loved could only be equalled by 
that of her parents,—and as Mrs. C. 
ſuſpected neither to be capable of diſ- 


fimulation, her ſatisfaction was com- 
plete. f 


In the evening, to her utter aſto- 
niſhment (as it was unexpected), the 
Earl told her jokingly he had a ſecret 
to communicate, but which he knew 
ſhe would not have ſufficient reſolu- 
tion to forbear intruſting to her huſ- 
band; and, deſiring her to follow 
him to the adjoining room, acquaint- 
ed her with an intention he had for- 


med of appointing Mr: C. to be his 


Steward, with a far greater ſalary 
than that he enjoyed! in his preſent 
office. wy What 


Fo 

What intelligence could have 
been inore pleaſing?ꝰ In terms die- 
tated by the ſincereſt gratitude ſhe 
thanked his Lordſhip for his good- 
neſs, and flew to communicate her 
happineſs to Mr. C. He received it 
with the greater pleaſure, as he had a 
natural penchant for a country life ; 
and, after due acknowledgments to 
his benefactor, it was determined 
that on the enſuing day he ſhould at- 
tend the Earl into Northamptonſhire, 


Mrs. C. had now nearly attained 
the ſummit of her wiſhes. The ſet- 
tlement of her huſband and ſelf on 
the moſt eligible terms in the ſame 


family, and the having placed her 


children 
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children with nurſes on whoſe ten- 
derneſs ſhe could rely, were cir- 
cumſtances that inſpired her with the 


trueſt felicity. She looked on this 


ſudden tranſition as the immediate 
act of an indulgent Providence, and 
with the grateful effuſions of her 


heart blended the moſt ardent ſup- 


plications for a continuance of the 
divine favor. : 


Alas! ſhewas 1 in the 


family who did not ſuſpect the mo- 
tives of Lord Des Lunettes's appa- 
tent friendſhip. A thorough know- 


edge of his character convinced 


chem he had ſome intereſted deſign 


ws or a Steward, who had 


D 6 ſerved 
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ſerved him- faithfully above a dozen 
_ years, would never have been driven 
from his ſervice at a moment's no- 
tice, gand even without a pretend- 
ed Py 40 My the en, 

Fe . 

| A DC gentleman of merit, who 
reſided | in the family, had the gene- 
roſity to ſuggeſt the reſult of his ob- 
ſervations. He ſaw the unſuſpicious 
couple expoſed to the artifices of 
villainy; and the natural goodneſs 
of his heart would not ſuffer him to 
be ſilent. It was not indeed in his 
power to ayert the impending evil, 


but by warning Mrs. C. of its ap- 


proach, he could give her an oppor- 
tunity of preparing herſelf againſt 
zr 6 * 1 t. 
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it Had he entertained doubts of 
the rectitude of her principles, he 
would in all. probability have ſaved 


himſelf the taſæ; but he was not of 


the Pyrrhonian ſec&---he believed it 
poſſible a woman might be virtuous, 
and, as ſuch, entitled to OY 

and . 


With he ated A be hint- 
ed his apprehenſions; and, by ac- 
quainting her with the real character 
of the man ſhe looked upon as her 
greateſt benefactor, opened to her 
view the danger of her ſituation. 


| What ſudden clouds now hung over 
her fond proſpects! Unwilling, hpw- 


ever, 
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ever, to encourage ideas ſo deſtructive 
to her happineſs, ſhe at firſt doubted 
the poſſibility of ſuch deluſion; but 
2 ſhort confideration convinced. her 
that the young gentleman's ſuſpi- 
cions: were but too well founded, 
What had before: appeared to be 
reſpe& for her attention to Lady 
Charlotte, now wore another aſpect : 
under the veil of friendſhip and 
eſteem, ſhe perceived the arts of a 
defigning hypocrite — Diſtreſs beſet 
her on all fides, and horror ſeized her 
ſdul! But ſhe determined, at every 
riſk, to guard againſt his 0 
ſeductions. 


in 


S223 8nd. 
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in his Stewardſhip, and his Lordſhip 
returned from his journey, than the 
iniquitous intentions of the latter be- 
gan to diſplay themſelves in their 
genuine colour. The firſt opportu- 
nity that preſented itſelf he ſo for · 
cibly painted the obligations, ex- 
tolled his own generoſity, and depre- 
eiated the merit of Mr. C. that it 


miſtook his meaning, had he even 
ſpoke no plainer; — but for fear he 
ſnould not be underſtood, he began 
to proceed to ſueh freedoms; as 
were not prudent for him to offer 
or the Governeſs of his daughter to 


admit. She repreſented the impro- 
| ed 


would have been impoſſible to have 
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ed to calm his paſſions by every ar- 
gument ſhe could urge; but, finding 
him deaf to reaſon or honour, ſhe 
treated his vile propoſals with the 
ſcorn they merited - and, flying from 
his preſence, gave eaſe to her burſt- 
ing heart by a flood of tears. 


- Inevitable ruin now ſeemed to pre- 
ſent itſelf before her. Diſappointed 
of his brutal wiſhes, his Lordſhip 
had vowed the moſt dire revenge 
{wore that her oppoſition: was only 
afteQation—and, ſince ſhe made ſuch 
a pother about that virtue all women 
talked of, but none poſſeſſed, he 
ſhould ſee. what ſupport it would 
afford her when his protection was 
12 withdrawn; 


(0s ) 
withdrawn; bidding her in the 
height of his rage to remember that 
he never forgave, or ceaſed to per- 


ſecute thoſe who had incurred his 
hatred. 


Alas! it was a truth ſhe was but 
too well acquainted with The fate 
of Mrs. Sowin was a ſufficient proof 
of the malignancy of his diſpofition— 
but, ſhe. had the ſatisfaction of re- 

flecting, that, however powerful in 

deſtroying her intereſt, he could not 

poſſibly deprive her of her character. 
The propriety of her conduct had 
left him without the leaſt reaſon to 
accuſe her of levity; and, as he had 
n0 Plant French raſcal of a tutor to 
join 


$434 5 


1 
join him in his revenge, it was im- 
Poſſible to allege againſt her either 
the crime of night invaſions or at- 
tempts upon his chaſtity. 


What reſource, then, for malice 
great as his? Why he took the no- 
bie reſolution of driving ber from his 
family by ridicule and ill- humour: 

dut it had not the deſired effect 
the lamented her fate in private, but 
in public denied him even the conſo- 
lation of ſeeing that ſhe was affected. 
To make Lady Des: Lunettes 
the confident of her troubles, ſhe 
knew would in no wiſe conduce to 
the removal of them — her Ladyſhip 
| __ arrived at a degree of indifference 

| that 


( & } 
that permitted her to behold his con- 
duct without emotion. She knew 
the diſpoſition: of his Lordſhip, and 
eonſequently wondered not at any 
thing. She had eſteemed Mrs. 
Sowin ; ſhe alſo eſteemed Mrs. C. 
but, conſcious that it was in vain 
to attempt a reconciliation, neither 
wiſhed to be acquainted with the 
cauſe, nor endeavoured to excuſe the 
affront. That one had been taken 
was moſt evident from the change 
in his behaviour, but of what nature 
ſhe knew not—and, ſenfible that his 
head-ſtrong temper would admit of 
no controul, ſhe judged. it moſt 
prudent: to keep filence. He over- 
awed her meek and tunid diſpoſition 


(8 > 

to ſuch a degree, that ſhe dared not 

acknowledge her diſbelief of any 
thing he was pleaſed to advance, 
however uhreaſonable and prepoſte- 
rous it might appear. Indeed, ſhe 
beheld the ſorrow of Lady Charlotte 
with concefn; and, thinking Mrs, 
C. to be really worthy her affection, 
was ſomewhat hurt at the idea of a 
ſeparation; but, Knowing that to 
interfere would only be to exif; pe- 
fate, ſne deſired her daughter to be 
more compoſed, and not, by increzf- 
ing the'il]- humour of ber Papa, be 
the occaſion of additional rage againſt 
her Governeſs..—— For want of a 
better © pretence? his Lordſhip had 
aſſigned as the motive of his diſplea- 

1 ſure, 


( 9 9 
ſure, Mrs. C....'s ſmiling one day at 
table in ridicule of ſomething he had 


e, ſaid; but though Lady Des Lunettes 
te: was thoroughly ſenſible of the futility 
he of that accuſation, ſhe was afraid to 
tte attempt Mrs, C's exculpation, far- 
rs, ther than juſt to intimate, that, as 


ſhe had looked upon her to be 
free from every ſpecies of ill- nature, 
ſhe thought it was poſſible no in- 
dignity mighi be intended his Lord- 
r NET 


A contracted brow, and a counte- 
nance expreſſiveof the greateſt anger, 
inſtantly prevented her Ladyſhip from 
proceeding; and from that day ſne 
was ſilent, and left the iſſue of the 
| quarrel - 


4 
- 


„„ 
quarrel to chance and the meaſures 


of the parties themſelves. 


In this ſituation they paſſed a fort. 
night; a ſituation as diſtreſſing to 
Mrs. C. and ridiculous on the part 
of the Earl, as can poſſibly be ima- 
gined. She did not flatter herſelf 
that the ſtorm would ceaſe; but, 
conſcious of her on rectitude, de- 
termined not to leave her truſt, *till 
he had given her a formal diſmiſſion, 
which ſhe believed it impoſſible he 
could do without charging her with 
ſame more henious offence than he 
had hitherto ſpoken of. Beſides, as. 
ſhe had left her own family entirely 
at his requeſt, and almoſt ſacrificed 
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the life of her child to fulſil her en- 
gagements with reſpect to his Lord- 
ſhip's daughter, - and, moreover as 
her huſband had given up his little 
dependence merely on account of his 
promiſe and protection, —ſhe rightly 
judged herſelf to be entitled to ſome 
compenſation. She had now reaſon 
enough to ſuppoſe- him deſtitute of 
humanity—but thought that his love 
of fame would induce him to grant 
her a proper recompence, but which 
the leaving his family voluntarily 
would have put it out of her power 
to have demanded. From motives 
of prudence, therefore, ſhe deter- 
mined to bear with his inſults, and 
dune them with a ſpirit few women 


would 
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would have been capable of aſſum- 
mg. 'This reſolution foiled and mor. 
tified his Lordſhip exceedingly. He 
found that neither inſult, ſilence, nor 
i- humour, all which he exerciſed in 
turn, had the leaſt effect on Mrs. C. 
who perſevered in an uniformity of 
unexceptionable conduct. She was 
not tobe intimidated by the thoughts 
of approaching miſery, nor preſent 
contempt ; but diſcovered a com- 
mand of temper that ſtung him to 
the quick. - He refuſed every thing 
from her hand changed his place 
at table that he might not fit neat her 
—and-even carried his hatred to ſuch 
an extreme as to forbid his children 


beſtowing on her their uſual careſſes. 


Her 


C0 4 
Her heart was tender---ſhe ſincerely _ 
loved them, and conſequently was vexed 
at the reſtriction; but her ſpirit till 
ſupported her. — At length, his Lord- 
ſhip, having found it impoſſible to ac- 
compliſh his vile purpoſe either by ob- 
ligation, haughtineſs, or affected con- 
tempt, declared to Lady Des Lunettes, 
that the preſence of Mrs. C. was be- 
come hateful to him, and he was de- 
termined to diſmiſs her. This reſolu- 
tion was attended with a noble ſpeci- 
men of his Lordſhip's generoſity- he 
paid Mrs. C. with ſome reluctance, 
what was due to her on the ſcore of 
wages, but refuſed the ſmalleſt com- 
penſation for the extra- expences ſhe 
had incurred by going into his family. 
"Fox. | "op E Con- 
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manner unworthy a being endued with 


rational faculties, he ſent Mrs. C.'s 
diſcharge by his houſekeeper ; and, to 
increaſe her diſtreſs, not only com- 
manded her to leave the Lodge, but 
allo defired ſhe would not preſume to 
enter any other houſe of his. This 
was, in fact, forbidding her going to 
her huſband ; the propereſt ſtep which 
in the dilemma the then was he could 
take, 


} 


unable to ſupport her juſt 
proaches, his Lordſhip refuſed to ſec 
Mrs. C. before her departure, which bd 
required to be immediate. She, there- 
fore, knowing it would be in vain to 
diſpute 
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diſpute with one as deſpotic as unjuſt, 


ſtole a laſt embrace from her beloved 


pupil, and, without any appearance of 


regret, prepared to quit a ſpot in which 


but a few weeks before ſhe had hoped 
to make a long abode. | 

While her cloaths were packing, up, 
Mrs. C. fat down to her deſk, and, an 


Interview being denied her, ſatisfied 


herſelf with addreſſing a few lines to 
his Lordſhip, which, tho? not couched 
in the moſt reſpectful terms, were ſuch 
as. opprefſed innocence, and a con- 
ſciouſneſs of her own integrity, natu- 
rally dictated. Then diſpatching, a let- 
ter to Mr. C. to acquaint him with, her 
troubles, "the left the houſe nearly. as 


E 2 com- 
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compoſed as ſhe had entered it,—As 
it was then too late in the evening to 
think of ſetting out for London, ſhe 
was under the diſagreeable neceſſity of 
repairing to an inn in the town, un- 
known and unattended ; for this cruel 
_ repreſentative of man had even given 
orders that none of his ſervants ſhould 
attend her---though it was full a mile 
to W , the winter-quarter of the 
year, and paſt fight 0 clock when ſhe 
ſet out. 


Thus was Mrs. C. requited by his 
Lordſhip for perſevering in the paths 
of virtue — for maintaining thoſe prin- 
ciples which had at firſt recommended 
her to his attention! 


Upon 
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Upon Mrs. C.'s firſt going to W—, 

a little boy, who had been unable to 
exiſt at a diſtance from his mother, 
was placed in the town for the better 
conveniency of her often ſeeing him. 

She ſent for the innocent to the inn— 
'twas an occaſion that renewed her woe 
— ſhe prefled him to her wounded bo- 
ſom---ſhe hung over him in grief un- 
utterable. Too young to feel his mo- 
ther's injuries, the poor child was ſens 


ible only of his own Joy, and ſmiled, 


To be reſtored to the arms of his Ma- 
ma was the greateſt pleaſure of which 
his little heart was then ſuſceptible--- 
the loſs of her care the only ill it ever 
had known. ul 
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The next morning, Mrs. C. with 
her little boy, departed in the ſtage; 
and upon her arrival in London, took 
4 ready-Furniſhed lodging in a private 
part of the town, where ſhe waited 
with impatience for a letter from her 
huſband. 


She + hated not that the Farl's re- 
ſentment would extend itſelf to him 
alſo ; but, having learnt, before ſhe left 
W, that, a few hours after her diſ- 
miffion, an expreſs had been ſent 'to 
Fetch him from N— , The was 
anxious to be informed of the particu- 


lars of his U further intentions. 


Mis. c. had continued but a ſhort 


time 


M- 


. 
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time in ſuſpenſe, when the expected 
letter opened a clear proſpect of in- 
creaſing miſery—it acquainted her that 
the iniquitous wretch would permit 
Mr. C. to continue in the ſtewardſhip 
but upon -one condition ; and that was 


the cruel condition of never ſeeing her! 
— With this, however, neither reaſon 
nor affection would allow Mr. C. 
to comply: he, therefore, ventured to 
ſollicit a re-eſtabliſhment in the place 
he quitted when his Lordſhip invited 
him into his ſervice, or ſome other ap- 
pointinent of equal value; but this 
humble requeſt was anſwered by an 
immediate diſcharge for daring to be 
guilty of ſuch preſumption —his im- 
pudence was declared to be “ far 

| E 4 | more 
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more intolerable than his wife's inſo- 
lence.” 


Now, behold the unhappy couple 
driven from a ſtate of eaſe to that of 
difficulty and forrow—without intereſt, 
employment, or even money ſufficient 
to keep them from immediate want — 
| yet having three children to provide 
for, of which the eldeſt was but three 
years of age |! 


Lord Des Lunettes had a fiſter as 
remarkable for the goodneſs of her 


heart, as he himſelf was for inhumanity. 
To her the wretched never told their 
woes unpitied—nor often unredreſſed. 


Ot 
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Of this Lady, Mrs. C. had, during, 
the ſhort time ſhe ſuperintended the 
education of her niece, obtained ſome 
ſmall perſonal knowledge ; which cir- 
cumſtance, in conjunction with the 
amiableneſs of her character, prompted 
Mrs. C. to implore her Ladyſhip's aſ- 
liſtance and protection, 


In terms the moſt pathetic and af- 
fecting ſhe repreſented the injuries ſhe 
had received, and the conſequent dife 
ſtreſs into which ſhe was plunged. But, 
at the ſame time that ſhe depicted the 
conduct of Lord Des: Lunettes in its 


true colours, ſhe forgot not the de- 


ference due to the Lady. ſhe was ad- 
dreſſing, In no wiſe did ſhe con- 
9 T E 5 ceive 
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ceive it to be neceſſarily incumbent on 
Lady — — to redreſs the injuries of 
which her brother was the author; but 
beſought her attention ſolely as the pa- 
tron of virtue in whatever ſituation or 
character it might preſent itſelf, Nor 
did ſhe preſume upon her own merits, 
but reſted all her hopes on her Lady- 
ſhip's exalted humanity. 


At the time Mrs. C. ſent her letter 
to St. James's, her Ladyſhip was in the 
country: but it was forthwith conveyed 
to her; and it is natural to ſuppoſe, 
from the kind anſwer with which it 
was inſtantly honored, that it was read 
' with the moſt ſenſible concern. 


The 


— — — 222 


6 


EE SB 0 


The peruſal of repreſentations of ca- 
lamity is commonly productive of a diſ- 
poſition to afford relief; but, if the 
generous emotion, through want of op- 
portunity, be baulked of its immediate 
effect, time, inſtead of increaſing the 
amiable propenſity, as one might be 
led to imagine, is, (fad truth !) too 
apt to weaken, and at length totally 
to deſtroy it, by a gradual obliteration 
of the cauſe, 


1 do not take upon me to affirm 
that this was the caſe with Lady C. F. 
upon the preſent occaſion : but, as her 
Ladyſhip's kindneſs was manifeſted by 
profeſſion alone, although her letter 
ſeemed to promiſe ſomewhat more ſub- 
E'6 ſtantial, 


An 
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ſtantial, 1 am rather inclined to ſup- 


pole it was. 


Mr. and Mrs. C. had formed the 
moſt pleaſing ideas from the above- 
mentioned condeſcending regard paid 
to their ſollicitation. Their knowledge 
of the world, indeed, precluded all ex- 
pectation of Lady C. F.'s openly eſ- 
pouſing their cauſe; yet, nevertheleſs, 
they flattered themſelves, that, though 
family intereſt ſhould withhold public 


diſapprobation of the Earl's cruelty, 


---private teſtimonies of benevolence 
would not be wanting, to compenſate 
in ſome meaſure the —_ done 
them. 


5 An 
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An interview had been promiſed on 
her Ladyſhip's return to town; and, 
accordingly, with the moſt ſanguine 


hopes, Mrs. C. waited upon her as 


ſoon as ſhe arrived. If ve reflect 
upon Mrs. C.'s diſtreſſed fituation, her 
conſciouſneſs of integrity, and the amia- 
ble character of the Lady whoſe friendly 
offices had been ſollicited, we ſhall not 
wonder that ſhe indulged thoſe hopes. 
Lady C. F. was known to be in poſ- 
ſeſſion both of the will and ability to 
do good a circumſtance which ſup» 
plicants have but ſeldom in their fa- 


vour. 


The interview, however, proved very 
unpropitious to the wiſhes of Mrs. C. 
C L for, 


| EWI 
for, though ſhe. was received by Lady 


C. F. with the utmoſt affability, yet 


het Ladyſhip afforded her only a diſ- 


tant proſpect of ſervice and that in 
ſo cool a manner, it was impoſũble to 


place any dependence upon it. Her 
Ladyſhip acknowledged the meritorious 
conduct of M.! C. Ane in her 


444 


they had. not been ad. by one 


ſo nearly related to her, whoſe vices 


alſo ſhe owned, pitying every. one who 


was ſo unlucky as to be diſtinguiſhed 
by him ; but added, that to redreſs the 
private injuries he committed, was what 
neither her intereſt nor her fortune al- 
lowed her to attempt.—W hat reſource, 
* had Mrs. C. but to depart in 

peace, 
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peace; conſign her cauſe to a juſt God 
and recommend her hel hs any: to 
* 2 
1 This Sifappointment was the mort 
prievous, as little or no ground was left 
for future expectation. If it were her 


Ladyſhip's pleaſure to ſoften the rigors 
of their fate at all, why not then? 


As the letter the condeſcendingly wrote - 


to Mrs. C. had ſhewn the fulleſt reliance 


upon her veracity, it was not eaſy to 


aſſign a reaſon for the preſent failure of 


I pretend not to deny Lady C. F. | 
thoſe virtues which the world ſo unis 


. formly 


ber Ladyſhip, that would not ue t ay 
a later period. 1 
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fortmly aſcribe to her She may poſſeſs 
them all—Bur, poſſibly, between the 
time of receiving Mrs. C.'s letter and 
meeting her, ſhe ſaw Lord Des L unettes, 
whoſe plauſibility and vile infinuations 
might eradicate the favourable ſenti- 
ments which the character of Mrs. C. 
had before impreſſed her with. Or ſhe 
might be induced to think, that taking 
Mrs. C. by the hand would be openly 
Inſulting her brother ; and that, though 
| the could not but condemn his private 
-crimes, it was not her duty to add to 
his public ſhame. Thus ties of blood 
might get the better of her Ladyſhip's 
benevolence; for if a brother muſt be 
expoſed, ſhe would rather any other 
Perſon ſhould expoſe him than herſelf. 
Vatter 6 But, 


C3 
But, if that could be avoided, private 
remorſe might enſue, and work the 
defired relief; whereas the brand of 
public infamy would, moſt probably, 


ſerve only to exaſperate.— 


In my humble opinion, however, all 
theſe arguments can be conſidered as 
palliatives only- - they amount not to 


one good excuſe: for, ſurely, it was 


very”. poſſible for Lady C. F. to have 
given ſome fuccour to Mrs. C. in het 
neceſſity, without any inconvenience 
or hazard---ſome ſmall proofs of gene- 
roſity, which would, at leaſt, by af- 
fording a temporary relief, have indi- 


cated a real diſpoſition to ſerve her. 


Con- 
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Conſidering Mr. and Mrs, C. merely 
as unfortunate perſons ſupplicating the 


aid of the beneficent, it was ſtrangely 
contrary to the uſual cuſtom of Lady 
C. F. to attend the tale of miſery, and 
yet withhold her help.— Les, it ſurely 


couid not happen, that a Lady, who | 


had been ever juſtly. renowned for acts 
as well as ſentiments of benignity and 
compaſhon, could, unleſs prejudiced 
by ſome inſidious inſinuations, have re- 
fuſed to merit and misfortune great as 


Mrs. C's. any other token of regard 


than ſympathy, ' 


Jo make an application of that kind 
muſt cauſe ſome. ſtruggles in a mind 
not deſtitute of the finer feelings; to 
«116. be 
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perſecutor. 
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be rejected, reflections of the moſt 
touching, heart- rending nature. 


long and ſevere illneſs, which even 
left not the means of procuring the 
neceſſaries of life, obliged the unhappy 
woman to renew her petition; and,unable 
to write "herſelf, ſhe referred the taſk 
to her huſband. But this, like the 


| former, produced only an interview, 


the reſult of which was pity and i good 
wiſhes,” 


ond] 


I muſt now return to the untelenting 
Not fatisfied with the 
wretchedneſs wherein he had already 
involved the objects of his revenge, he 
formed. a' project of adding thereto by 
at 


( 92 ) 
an increaſe: of their expences. With 
a meanneſs equal to his cruelty, and 
unknown but among thoſe whoſe man- 
ners and ſentiments are derived from a 
long acquaintance with the mobility of 
St. G—s's, he dictated a letter, pur- 
porting that it was the deſire of a lady 
in the neighbourhood of W-—, that 
Mrs. C. ſnould immediately wait upon 
her, to concert ſome plan for redreſſing 
her wrongs: and as the moſt, expedi. 
tious mode of travelling was in a 
chaiſe, the lady begged that might be 
adopted, the charge of which ſhe would 
defray . with pleaſure, —This note the 
noble Lord carried to a coffee-houſe 
not many miles diſtant from Golden- 
ſquare; ; and, prevailing upon, the bar- 
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maid to copy it, to prevent a doubt of 
its authenticity, diſpatched it to the 


lodgings of Mrs. C 


Unbleſt with talents either to plan or 


execute, this ſcheme, like others of his 
ſtill more vile, proved unſucceſsful. In 


forming it, his Lordſhip forgot that 


bis power was limited to externals—he 
had driven Mrs. C. to a ſtate of indi- 
gence, but could not deprive her of 
underſtanding, a very ſmall ſhare. of 
which was ſufficient to detect the arti- 
fice : ſo that the noble projector was 
diſappointed of the propoſed ſatisfaction 
in being himſelf a witneſs of her ar- 
rival and conſequent. mortification on 
diſcovering the impoſition, - 

£90 1 1 Excuſe 
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Excuſe my mentioning ſuch trivial 
incidents; *tis only to | convince you, 
that ſentiments and ideas, unworthy 
even the loweſt rank of mortals, are 
indelibly imprinted on his Lordſhip's 
heart. If ever a ſigh eſcaped him, it 
muſt have been becauſe he had not be- 
fore him a larger field for the exerciſe 
vf his diabolical principles. 


All applications that were made to 
excite his commiſeration for the ſut- 
fering family, (though he himſelf was 
the cauſe,) ſerved only to incenſe him 
the more ; and he was frequently heard 
to regret his want of power to load 
them with ſtill greater accumulation of 
Woe. or | | 
| 'Thus, 
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Thus, my friend, in this world, is 


deprefſed virtue is taught to look for 
encouragement to the next, where moſt 
aſſuredly the ſcene will be reverſed. 


After the diſmiſſion of Mrs, C. his 


Lordſhip, knowing that no virtuous 


woman: would be deſirous of the Honor 
of being admitted into his family, laid 
alide all thoughts of private education 
for Lady Charlotte; and ſhe was com- 
mitted to the care of a clergyman's 
widow, who, being entruſted with the 
tuition of ſome other young ladies of 
quality, is not dependent on his bounty 
wand, as his Lordſhip piques himſelf 
_ off his gallantries on fe- 
ba males 
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males of a peculiar age, the amiable 
widow may eſcape unſollicited and un- 
cenſured. Were I, however, admitted 
to the honour of being her privy. 
counſellor, I would adviſe her to be- 
ware of his hypocriſy, ever remem- 
bering that the poiſoned veſt ſent by 


Deianira to Hercules was not | more ran! 
fatal than is the friendſhip of Lord enjc 


Des Lunettes, | reig 
| but 
After peruſing the Hiſtory of this of 
ma) 


nobleman, will my Antonia any longer 
be ſurprized that he ſhould ſhudder at 90 
his own picture? And, as bimſelf was 
the moſt diſagreeable ſubject of con- P P 
verſation his fellow - travellers in the 
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what 


could 


guilty conſcience. 
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could he do better than make a pre- 

cipita-e retreat ? We will now leave 

him to the ſtings of reflection and re- 
morſe ; for, though he may fly from 

the reproaches of the world, he will 

not always be able to avoid thoſe of a 


His fortune and 
rank, added to the lucrative poſts he 


enjoys through the favor of his Sove- 
reign, may inſure him public honors, 


but will never attract the private eſteem 


of individuals. The narrow - minded 
may look upon wealth and titles as an 


apology for vice ; but the truly good 


| are not to be deluded. by a glittering 


appearance—— 
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„ 
Will it procure the real heart- felt bliſs; 
Expunge thoſe deeds which we have 
done amiſs ? 
Will it, if Reputation fleet away, 
Bring back the heav'n-born fair, or force 
her ſtay ? 
Will this, when ſad Remorſe ſhall tear 
the breaſt, 5 
Smooth the ſad brow, and give the 
mourner reſt? ” 


As I. haye now given you, my dear, 


the moſt material; particulars of Lord 
Des Lunettes' life, I ſhall. therewith, 
for the preſent, . conclude. our corre- 
ſpondence----exchange epiſtolary inter- 
courſe for the dear delights of perſonal 
converſe. My Mama has yielded to 
my entreaties on Friday I ſet fail on 

my 


l; 
ve 
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my voyage to the ifle of Friendſhip. 
The indiſpoſition of Sally was near 
proving. an impediment ; but I have 
coaxed' the dear ſout to exchange Abi- 


gails, and Mrs. Sarah will be left as 


an hoſtage for Agnes, whoſe gloom, 
however, has encreaſed ever ſince her 
miſtreſs ſignified her pleaſure that ſhe 
ſhould attend me. For what reaſon I 
know not, but to appear before ſtran- 
gers ſeems to be one of the greateſt 
puniſhments to her. I would fain 


have avoided this addition to her un- 


ealineſs ; but have not an opportunity 
of ſuiting myſelf with any other per- 
ſon in the invalid's ſtead, and can- 
not poſſibly, therefore, diſpenſe with 
her attendance. | 
| F 2 Adieu, 


F m3 
Adieu, my dear Antonia! Already 
in imagination do I embrace my be- 
loved friend—Three days more, and 
the idea will be realized — What 3 
Joyful expectation this to 


Your devoted 


L. | IT CLara! 
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LETTER XI. 
Miſs HARLET 4 Mrs. El vx. 
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. f....z thouſand thanks 
to my dear Mama, for granting me ſo 
long a leave of abſence---and ſtill more 
thanks are due for lending me her 
maid—You cannot, deareſt Madam, 


conceive. the happineſs it has been pro» 


ductive of to this worthy family. In 
Agnes, the humble Agnes, we behold 
the mother of Mrs. Bromfield's lovely 
Selima No wonder ſhe ſhould 


betray emotions whenever the pretty 


creature became our topic. 


— 


tm 


On our arrival at this place, as ſoon 
as the chaiſe ſtopped, Miſs Sedley flew 
to the gates to welcome me. With 
equal eagerneſs followed little Selima, 
—whom I was taking in my arms, 
when an exclamation from Agnes ſuf. 
pended my careſſes; and, turning round 


my head, I found ſhe was fainting in 
the carriage 


A thouſand ſuggeſtions ruſhed into 
my mind —— I ſet down the child, 
and with the aſſiſtanee of the ſervants 
conveyed Agnes into the hall. It was 
ſome time before our united efforts took 
effect. Mrs. Bromfield adminiſtered 
yolatiles--- Antonia looſened her dreſs--- 


and myſelf, as a more powerful re- 


medy, 


me 


10 


2 * 


1 
medy, perſuaded Selima to try to awake 
poor Agnes by her careſſes. 


The ſweet girl tenderly took her 
hand — when ſtarting, as if ſurprized, 
looked firſt at Miſs Sedley, and then at 
me 


* What makes you ſtart, my love? 
Are you afraid of Agnes becauſe ſhe 
looks fo pale?“ 


* No, but I thought” and, as 


if by inſtinct, ſhe raiſed the inanimate 
hand to her coral lips 


„What did you think, my dear? 
that you had ſeen Agnes before?“ 


F 4 % 
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« Yes, Miſs Harley, I did indeed!“ ret 
and, taking a picture from her boſom, tru 
the added, Isn't your maid very like the 

my Mama? — She uſed to look juſt ſo ane 


when Papa was angry.“ 


At that moment the unfortunate lady 
rtevived; and, preſſing the aſtoniſhed 
angel to her boſom, exclaimed, “ It 
is !---It is my deareſt Selima !--How 


ſhall I expreſs my gratitude to Heaven 
and her preſervers! 


The myſtery was now unravelled — 
Selima had found a parent; and the 
injured beauty, not only her child, but 
the moſt difintereſted friends. Her 
aden ſoul was not more ardent in 

| returns 
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bh returns of thanks to her dauphter's 
1, truly generous benefactors, than was 
de their deſire of rendering her ſervice; 
o and in terms that admitted not of de- 


nal they intreated her to make the 
Farm her aſylum.. 


After the firſt emotions had ſubſided, 
we all. repaired to the drawing- room. 
Mrs, Leiceſter, indeed, pleading tbe 
meanneſs and diſorder of her dreſs, in- 
treated our permiſſion to continue in a 
ſeparate apartment; but with united 
voice we overcame her ſcruplès and 
Mr. Bromfield, taking a hand of both 
of us, preſented us to his viſitors, and 
bade them rejoice in an addition to 
their ſociety. 


F 5 6 This, 
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6 This, my good friends, is Miſs 
Harley, the counterpart of Antonia 
I know not whether I diſparage the 
young lady by this aſſertion; but 
I'm ſure I do honor to my niece in 
attributing to her ſimilar perfections 
with thoſe of her lovely friend.” 


« And this lady,“ preſenting Mrs. 
Leiceſter, © is the amiable mother of 
your little favorite, from. whoſe being 
deſerted in the wood, and the circum- 
ſtances attending it, we cannot-but the 
leſs wonder that her Mama ſhould ap- 
pear in this diſguiſe. —That our pretty 
Selima has recovered fo ineſtimable a 
treaſure, is at preſent ſufficient ſatisfac- 
tion, When the fatignes of the- jour- 

ney 


: _ 167 ) 


ney ſhall be worn off, the company 
will, no doubt, be muck gratified by a 
recital of the extraordinary theidents 
which muſt neceſſarily have forerun 
ſach events as we have lately been wit- 
neſſes of reſpecting this lady and her 
child, provided it be perfectly agree- 
able to ler inclinations— but, if not, 
Lam affired, that none hete will wiſh 
for the oommunieation. That the lady 
is with us, and will accept our friend- 
ſhip, is ts & happineſs as great as unex- 


pected— tis not for tlioſe who receive 
a bleſſing to enquire into its ſource.” . 


* Vour goodneſs, Sir, 6verwhelms 
me,” ſaid the amiable woman; and 


Thould make but pobr returns to ſuck 


F 6 ex- 
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exalted liberality, were I in the leaſt 
to withhold my confidence. Appear- 
ances may, perhaps, condemn me as 
an adventurer ; nay, to all but thoſe 
inclined. to judge partially of me, I 
muſt at preſent. appear in that deſpi- 
cable light.—As ſoon. as my mind ſhall 
be reſtored to that calmneſs which my 
recent emotions have deſtroyed, I will 
with pleaſure, relate my unhappy tale. 
In the mean time, the favorable opi- 
nion of this illuſtrious company will. 


confer on me the greateſt honor and 
ſatisfaction.“ te 


With what graceful. eaſe did ſhe ex- 
preſs herſelf ! None, I will venture to 
_ affirm, harboured a ſuggeſtion unfa- 

Kd vorable 
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vorable to her innocence, which ſeemed 


to dart its rays W the cloud of 
her misfortunes. 


Inſtead of finding ourſelves incom- 
moded by the formality generally at- 
tending a firſt viſit, this unexpected 
diſcovery, and the confuſion it occa- 
ſioned, familiariſed us to each other | 
without the aid of compliment. Mr. vB 
Bromifield aſſured me he was glad to 5 


| 

4 
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+ 
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| 
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lee me, en mots d'bonntte homme ; and 
bis good partner embraced me as the 
fiſter-ſoul of her dear Antonia. Be- 
fore an hour was at an end, we found: 
ourſelves as ſociable as old. acquain- 
tance—Mrs.. Leiceſter was bleſt with 


che carefſes of her exulting Selima.; 


and: 


© 0d } 
and your Clara, in the preſence of this 
amiable party, forgot that ſhe was fifty 
miles diſtant from the beſt of pa- 
rents. 


When we retired for the night, 1 
infiſted upon Mrs. Leiceſter's ſharing 
with me the apartment allotted for my 
uſe + but there, however contrary to 
my ideas, 1 was obliged to yield in 
turn, and accept her fervices ; for on 
no conſideration would the gratefu] 
creature conſent to my 5 eue 
by Mils _ 8 maid. 


_ "nf, e adam, ſuch a 

bungling Abigail that you ſhould em- 
brace the firſt opportunity of diſmiſſing 
Las ys 
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me from my office? No, for the love 


of friendſhip, permit me to render you 
the little ſervice in my power—Regard 
me ftitt as Mrs. Elvm's faithful Agnes. 


In that character you ever treated me 


with the moſt, ſoothing condeſcenfion 
in that character I attended you hi- 
ther As it was then the taſk of 
duty, allow of my beſt endeavour to 


mY now as the taſk. of friendſhip.” 


- What could Sd in a to 
fentiments Rke theſe ? Nevertheleſs, 


J could not readily comply with her 
importunity. At length, however, 


we hit upon a compromiſe we lent 


our aſſiſtance to each other: neither 
was the attendant; neither the 'miſtrefs 
—in 
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in ſhort, we reciprocally performed 
the buſineſs of the toilet; and, to 
complete the matter, Selima aſſiſted 
both myſelf and her Mama. 


See! Madam, how notable is your 
Clara — tis now but eight, and ſhe has 
been up theſe two hours 


An interruption———Mitſs. Sed- 
ley's woman with an elegant change 
of dreſs (and-its various appurtenances) 
for the uſe of our lovely matron.—— 
Fatigued with the occurrences of yeſ- 
terday, the is yet in the arms of balmy 
Sleep——Reſt. on, fair ſpirit | — 


Would thy waking thoughts might be 


as peaceful as. thy preſent ſlumbers ! 


. ä My | 


r 
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My letter almoſt finiſhed, and not 
one word of the Baronet !——In the 


late flurry I had forgot there exiſted 
ſuch a being as Sir Edward. To do 
the honeſt man ſtrict juſtice, he really 
is not deſtitute of ſome few attractions; ; 
and, were he not the property of my 
Antonia, I might, perhaps, be tempted 
to exaggerate them—but, in the pre- 


ſent ſtate of affairs, it will be moſt. 
prudent to act like the fox by the 


grapes. 


33 


What la quarter of an 
hour only to the uſual breakfaſt- time 


—I muſt awake Mrs. Leiceſter, or our 


good friends will be under the neceſſity 


of waiting for their lazy viſitors— 


— Here 


\ 
| 
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.. — Hers comes Miſs Sedley ! 


| _ cheeks. tinged with the glow of 
roſy health. By her calaſh and gloves, 


ſhe appears to have been enjoying the 


ſweets of a morning ramble 
Aye! there goes her ſhepherd acroſs 
the viſta ! —Tis even ſo——Noy 
for a lecture on the advantages of early 
riſing 


I n Good Re Fay my deareſt 
Clara l.—1 am come to chide you for 
giving ſo many hours to fleep ——— 
Heavens! Mrs. Leiceſter not yet ſtit- 
ring !- -Idle mortals !---What a happi- 
neſs have ye loſt! Never was there 
A more delightful moraing !---I have 


been walking above theſe two hours, 


and 
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ey! and ſuould have rapped at your door 


of for my little companion, but, fearful 
ves, of diſturbing you before your ufual 
hour, very unwillingly deprived myſelf 
of enn a W e 


tC Wige rambles, I muſt own, 
my dear, have ſome charms for mora- 
lizing damſels; but how, Antonia, are 
they heightened by the company of a 
favored lover! The breath of morn, 
though ſalütary and delightful, would 


your countenance, unaided by the con- 
verſe of Clinton. — Come, confeſs--- 
Am I not right? — The gay parterre 
and purling ſtream may, alone, amuſe, 
but * enchanting with the addition. 


* 


not have imparted that animation to 


of 
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of the preſence of a beloved ſwain 
— But how are all the beauties of 
the Creation enlivened by a dia- 
Jogue between two enamoured human 
beings, wherein, by broken ſentences 
and a thouſand blunders, they diſcover 
thoſe ſentiments they aukwardly endea- 
vour to conceal. ——Methinks 1 now 
ke Jou ha! ba! ba !---the ſcene is 
truly comic Methinks, 1 lay, I now 
ſee. your lovely ſelf, in front, leaning 
upon the arm of your Adonis he 
racking his braios for a delicate aſſort- 
ment of words wherewith to compare 
his miſtreſs to Flora's blooming tribe 
---and, having been at length ſucceſs- 
ful, ſinking under the weight of het 
diſdain, for preſuming to entertain ber 
ö wüh 


1 

with ſtupid compliments, which you 
aver to be the greateſt breach of good 
dia. breeding that can poſſibly be ſnewn to 
a rational female. To appeaſe the an- 
| ger he had excited, the fond youth af- 
firms, by all the gods, he meant not 
flattery---how could ſuch a thought oc-! 
cur to him, who knew your mind to 
be as faultleſs as your perſon ?—Then, : 
notwithſtariding ſuch an attack upon 
your reaſon, the fair hand is extended 
in token of forgiveneſs, and ye trudge 
on mutually ſatisfied. ——In the back 
ground behold a certain lady named 
Maria! With jaundiced eye ſhe kens 
the happy pair, till a friendly ans] 
* from — — : 


in! 
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& Good heavens! Clara, haven't 
yow done yet? exclaimed Antonia, 
interrupting me. © I think you are 
naw ever with me indeed—Bur I for- 
give you The ſcene is certainly drawn 
from real life; and an- artiſt who fol. 
lows Nature is ſure of a ſtriking effect. 
Tour back- ground is excellent; for, 
poſitively, as we croſſed the yew walk, 
I had a glimpſe of Maria and her maid 
peeping over the park- wall. but no 
friendly laurel ſtopped their curious 
gaze. But eome, have you not 
done writing? Mrs. Bromfield will 
Wait.“ aur 


cr Pl be ready in an inſtant,” re- 
Ted Ha and, tapping her ſhoulder, 
“ With 


1 © its 


e With Clinton ever could I ſtray, 
| Admire, adore him all the day.” 


Eh! is it not fo !-— What charms ĩ in 
enhy riſing! ” 


& Tireſorge girl! ”—and away ſhe 
tripped down ſtairs. 


Mrs. Leiceſter is juſt riſen; 
She looks. charmingly in her new dreſs. 
Powerful muſt have been the motives 
which could induce her to ſhroud her 
elegant figure in mean attire, and: aſ- 
ſume her late humble character. I 
long to know her hiſtory. Perhaps, 
I ſhall be able to make it the ſubject 
of my next letter; but I would not 
have you * too much upon it. 
Capt. 


me YT 
Capt. Elvin will, in future, boaſt of his | 
diſcernment. How many times has 
he declared that the yoke of ſervitude 
was never deſigned for the ſhoulders of 
Agnes! 1 


Deareſt Madam, I conclude this 
very long epiſtle with beſeeching you 
to forgive the levity and- other impro- 
prieties I may have been guilty of, 
remaining, with greateſt. truth, 


Vour moſt reſpectful, 
And moſt obedient daughter, 


7 


C. Harry 
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me Epwary Cuneroh, © . 


3 nne ; "1 4 a, 2716 


= 


1161 [ (a3 
ILL you net a Ned Y 
Wen to Woodby is 2. Lethe | 
tion with a vengeance! We ate all 
borridly in the dumps without vou. 
Vour catches and glees, ou. gibes and 
your jeſts, were vt to pe rthe j 
out ſociety;; but now, lüke wutes fh n h 
funeraly,we neither, laugh. nor exciſe, 


| huguer. Ta be chearful without JOU, 


b quite as autrc, as for ,lavers of dan- 
cing to caper without muſic., „ 4; % 
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I thought, that, after killing a week 
or two with the loving couple at the 
Farm, you would have grown ſick of 
the ſcene ; hut 1 ud, to my utter 
aſtoniſhment, that example goes fur- 
ther with you than precept.— Are 
we never, rhen, to have you! again 
ani6hg vs ? 18 this Antonia Sedley 
poſitively to be the arbjtratrix of your 
fate Nemember, I forgive you but 
on one condixian. Should ſhe really 
anſwer the panegyrical- deſeription your 
diſtempered brain has given of her, 
you will ſtand exculpated from the 
charge of fally = bur, as T can better 


depend upon my own judgment than 
upon that of à man blinded by his 


paſſion, I ſhall myſelf make a viſit to 


Gin g uo! Wooch, 


(-12391 ) 
k Woodly, on purpoſe to diſcover ſome 
 blemiſh in that form you paint fo fault- 
of leſs. I never yet knew the woman. 
A, who had not two characters that the 
r- could aſſume at pleaſure. It is poſ- 
re fible Miſs Sedley may have but one; 
* but I cannot conſent to give you up to 


ey ber enebantments, till that poſſibiliry be 
ur convertech into certainty, * 
Win you truſt me with the fight of 


ur her? But I need not have aſked this 
er, ſiaple queſtion, after declaring my 
| reſolution of waiting upon you at the 


An eld acquaintance” of mine, who 
on a ſudden is become diſguſted wit 
nn G 2 the 
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the world, has, I find, taken a ſmall 
houſe not far from your friend's ;' and, 
as curioſity prompts. me to enquire into 
the cauſe of his retirement, I-ſhall take 
that opportunity of paying him a viſit 
en: paſſant. What on earth can in- 
duce- a young fellow of thirty to quit 
ſociety, baniſh :a- lovely wife and an 
innocent child, and live only to bim- 
ſelf? 'Tis to me an ænigma paſt ſo- 
lution. 


| poſſeſſed zof an affluent fortune, 


married to the woman of his choice, 
and happy in the eſteem of all his ac- 
quaintance, what further had he to wiſh 


for? Even a Sedley cannot be more 


idolized by; Jour. loveſick ſelf, than. 


>} Was 
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was Mrs. Leiceſter by her huſband ; 
yet, ſuddenly, ſhe becomes the object 
of his averſion, is deſpiſed, and ba- 
niſhed from his preſence. 


As they were looked upon by the 
wokld as one of the happieſt pairs Hy- 
men ever joined, the conduct of this 
man is the more aſtoniſhing; and, to 
prevent its being unravelled, he gave 
not the leaſt intimation of his intended 


ſeceſſion to any of his friends, nor even 


mentioned it to his own domeſtics, 


His houſe and furniture were diſ- 


Poled of by private contract; and, like 
a thief in the night, he ſtole from a 


place in which he had been many years 


10 G 3 | almoſt | 
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almoſt worſhipped as a deity ; nor was 
it till within this fortnight that I could 
poſfibly learn the place of his re- 


treat. 


Mete accident diſcovered it to me 
at laſt. In returning from a viſit at 
Hammerſmith, my horſe took it into 
his head to be alarmed at the ſqualling 
of a peahen; and, his movements 
being rather inore rapid than agreeable, 
1 was in a few moments thrown from 
my ſaddle, and, covered with duſt and 
blood, neceſſitated to take refuge in 
the neareſt-public-hauſe. My ſervant, 
frightened at the cadaverous appearance 
J made, flew back to the village for a 
ſurgeon; but before his return a baſon 


uld 


Can 


of water had well nigh reſtored.me to 


my priſtine ſtate. The blood had pro- 
ceeded only from a large ſcratch upon 


my cheek; and, beſides that and a few f 


trifling bruiſes, my fall had been at- 
tended with no perſonal injury. 

ü [14 7 205 NMI 13 Be: 
| The poor lad was almoſt frantic with 
Joy to find I had received no greater 


burt ; and, repairing to the kitchen to 


reſteſh himſelf with a cup of ale aſter 


his fright, Cay ally ſtumbled; on a 
ſetvant of my ols riend at 


No ot Iebs e curious than ape, * id- 
terrogated Timothy on the ſubject of 
his Maſter's quitting Edger, of the pre- 
gin of, his abode, &. The in- 
| G 4 telli 
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telligellbe he obtained was this :=-=That 
Mr. Leiceſter lives at a village a few 
miles diſtant from Woodly'; that Mrs. 
Leiceſter had been abſent ſome months, 
but whether on a viſit to her friends, 
or on any other ocaſion, he could not 
tell; that little Miſs was ſent from home, 
and all the women: ſervants diſcharged: 
and] further, that Mr. Leiceſter ſaw no 
deompany whatſoeyery aut ſhut himſelf 
up whole-days in his chamber without 
urakingolany Rind f nouriſment, or 
ſuffering any- body to come near him, 
but Edward, who had attended him 
-from his infant. 
10 Hofgut 3:41 no dom DT bessern 
— 1 Whit ipelflienbe esd 
Haller miuſt, certainly, have loſt his 
JN + 9 ſenſes. 
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ſenſes. I never knew that he was of 
a jealous turn, or, from Mrs. Leiceſter's 
beauty, I ſhould be apt to ſuſpect he 
had given way to ſuggeſtions of that 
kind :---yet, when J reflect upon the 
unſullied character ſhe bore, I cannot 
admit of ſuch an idea. The cauſe, 
then, | is beyond my gueſs; I can only 


tell you the effe&---that the whole ſex 
are become his averſion, 


= 1 @ af 
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"Since b be Res ne ,nogpmpany, there will 
be ſome difficulty | in. gaining admit- 
tance. As a friend, I ſhall never ob- 
tain the deſired ſatisfaction. I believe, 
then, the beſt ſcheme will be to pre- 
tend ſome diſtrefful accident near his 
cottage ; ; "for, ſurely, his humanity will 
a G 5 never 
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never ſuffer him to refuſe the neceſſary 
aid an unfortunate ſtranger may ſtand 
in need of. 


If I once get footing in bis dwelling, 
Satan ſhall not drive me from it till 1 
have diſcovered his. motives for thus 
hiding himſelf from the world, Should 
it proceed from exceſs of real grief, 

the ſympathizing tear of pity will flow, 
though, I fear, little to his comfort; 
but, if he prove a malade i imaginaire, 
Vl leave him not I have reaſoned 
him out of his folly. 


_ Obſerve, Ned, that mine will be 
quite an excurſion of buſineſs. 1 come 
as the Phyſician of the mind=to laugh 

you 
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vou out of love, and Leitefter out- of 


hatred. Theſe are cutes which, 1 inia- 
gine, will be attended with ſome diffi- 
ellty 3 but the more arduous the taſk, 
the greater will be my credit, if I ſuc- 
exsd,” You will, perhaps, fee me the 
latter end of the! week; Bit form ti6 
expectations from the charffis of ycut 
fair · one's friend Remember Love has 
been long ſince blotted from my voc 
bulary. 1 have experienced once the 
pangs of a ſincere paſſibnj but will take 
eare, I Warrant you} not to be eatght 
« ſecond che. "Miſs Wentwertk may 
dave charrns—ſo had my Caroline, but 
ſhe was frait and faithlefs withal. The A 
Meppointment has taught me 4 leffvi 
that 1 believe I ſhall never forget; ; and 
. hence- 


| K Þ y | 

henceforth 1 ſhall think of love 5 fur 

* ce T. dr: 
ond Hig babwns'd b 28 no 
* 5 this ſentiment 7 ponds with fal 

Vis Wentworth's diſpoſition, I ſhall ex 


be at her ſervice. whilſt the” country 
may happen to be agreeable; but for 
an attachment of longer continuance 
»-r>pardanngz moi it agrees not with 
my ſyſtem. | 
23 SOTIO Ub 
And to dien, bs 
I do; not deſpair, ollinaking you a pro- 
ſelyte, when I ſhall; by my own exam- 
ple, afford you full demonſtration of the 
free, unbounded joys which, attend it, 
n and of the vaſt preference it claims 
over that lately aopred by yourſelf. 
Walde- 


1 
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1 Waldegrave and Lenox are come to 
| drag me to the Haymarket. I like 

not the piece—N o matter; tis the 
þ faſhion, | I ſuppoſe they will take no 
1 excuſes ; ſo I muſt ſubſcribe BE x 


in aſks 


— 
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Vours ever, 


RAD NOR, 
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a Hanuzy t Mrs, ELvix. 


E. S N 


3 bleſt am I in the affection 


and indulgence of my moſt revered 
mother! Tour letter, Madam, made 
me the happieſt of daughters. The 
Pleaſure you expreſs on reading what 
I write, does me an honor, which, tho 
J fear it is unmerited, flatters me much. 
Believe me, to Tontribute to your 
amuſement, affords me the moſt heart- 
felt ſatisfaction. 


+ Drap, therefore, I pray you, deareſt 
Madam „ all — in reſpect to 


my 


„ „ a ee ee 


J. 


* 


a B 

my waſte of time. Can I employ: it 
better than in making ſome ſmall re- 
turns to oue from whom I receive ſuch 
abundant gratification? 


But my writing to you does nat de- 
s me of any entertainments, as you 
apprebend | it does, We lead here ſuch 
a regular. courſe of life » that A ſufficient 
portion of time is found for every oc- 
cafion. Duty, pleaſure, induſtry, and 
reſt, have all their ſtated periods: and 
u would be to render myſelf unorthy 
your maternal tenderneſs, and every 
bleſfing I enjoy, were I not to attend 
10 the firſt | as the chief object in my 
view. What felicity can I experienoe 


more e pure, more permanent, than that 
which 


o 
— # 
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which never fails to flow from a per- 
formance of duty. Surely, there is 
none that can be put in competition 
with it by a rational being. 


pwn FRA Madam, „ loſes much 
of its reliſh with me, ſince you are not 
a partaker of it allo ; and, until my 
pen has made ſome attempts to com- 
municate it, is not half enjoyed. The 
leaſt I. can do is to endeavour to amuſe 
you in your lonely hours during my 
ubſence, by a recital'of whatever inte- 
reſting occurrences I may meet with. 
Your fond pattiality: will facilitate the 
taſk it is not di ſficult to 1 a 
011 a Giite! 28. 
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Could you, Madam, behold the in- 
habitants of this rural manſion; you 


would be apt to imagine yourſelf in 
the regions of elyſium. To promote 


happineſs. is the general wiſh; 3 and 
where this is the cale,: een 
—_— invaded. © 1; door | yan 
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Poor Mrs. Leiceſter-is the only one 


amongſt us who bears the marks of 


ſorrow upon her brow. Indeed; griefs 
like hers Ns all the avenues of joy'to 
the ſoul. What an affecting hiſtory! 


tbtawven ent N Clara from boch 
an huſband unt 011 LaJemiicat 


Pits oe 
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A few onen ago, the lidies of: 
ſembled i in Mrs. Bromfield's dreſſing- : 
room, 


- 
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room; and liſtened to as . pathetic a tale 
as ever iſſued from the lips of injured 


Tbe gentlemen being engaged in 
viewing certain improvements in the 
park, I thought it a favourable oppor- 
tunity for the unhappy creature to ſeek 
ſome relief from the troubles which de- 
preſſed her by unboſoming herſelf to 
her friends, Eſpecially as ſhe might then 
avoid the embarraſſment and 'confuſion 
which probably the preſence of the 
gentlemen would create. I accordingly 
intimated the fame to her. With a 
grace not to be deſcribed ſhe fignified 
her aſſent ; whereupon, taking our 
work - bags, we ſeated ourſelves with 


1e 
0 4 


coun- 
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countenances expreſſive of en 


and tender concern _ 
. f — **p + | q 


After a filence of ſome moments, 


the emotion of het ſoul betrayed itſelf | 


by a ſhower of trars. Her ſweet girl, 
ſeated on her knee, caught the melting 
ſenſation, and abounded with the ſame 


mournful teſtimonies—— The lovely 


matron apologized for the delay; and, 
collecting. her ſpirits,” and endearingſy 
drying the eyes of her-weeping little 
angel, „ ns her. qr as fol- 


. ' | 
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| Mx childhood, ladies, wWas palſed 


undder tlie auſpices of a moſt affectionate 


ue and rendered happy by every 
woo” proper 
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IO indulgence. Nature, in giving 
me birth, had deprived me of a mo- 
ther; but a valuable relation, to whoſe 
immediate care I was committed in my 
infaney, prevented my experiencing 
any of thoſe dire. evils which generally 
Noone: ehe w . 
W duet 
VI Thus was my morn of lie rewel 
with flowers. I was taught to form no 
(with. but what was good, was reaſon- 
able ; and, of coùrſe; had none un- 
gratified. As the fortune of my father 
laid me under no œconomical reſtraints, 
every innocent pleaſure was within 
my power; but, being naturally of a 
ſerious turn, I coveted none but thoſe 
which er life afforded. Unambi- 
tious 


— 


+» 
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tious of public applauſe, I dedicated 
ng thoſe few talents which Providence had 
endowed me with, 0 the amuſement 
ol. chat friend to whoſe attention I was 
indebted for the cultivation, of them. 
The gaieties and diſſipations of the 
great loſt all their charms, when I re- 
flected, that, by partaking of them, I 
ſhould leave my. venerable father 0 
ſpend his days in ſolitude. In ſhort, 
I was defirous of diſtinguiſhing myſelf 
by: a diſcharge of every filial, and do- 
meſtie duty ; and a due proportion. of. 
time being allowed: for working, reads! | 
ing; drawing, and muſic, the revolving it 
hours were never accompanied with 
remorſe - or - ſhame-- retirement never 


kemed. irkſome. qed £ 380 vr © 
* lac p w But, 
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But, as I was not unbleſt with 


ſocial diſpoſitions, friendſhip alſo con- 


trĩbuted to my felleity. Our acquain- 


tanee were not numerous, but worthy. 


Candor, chearfulneſs, and confidence, 
reigned in our hittle parties. Some of 
my young aſſociates had brothers; and 


thoſe, when releaſed from their ſtudies, 
were generally ede 40 weed our N 


reereations. 


4 Sirtern ſuns had rolled their courſe 


before I entertained a thought that 
Heaven <ould grant a happier lot---all | 
my wiſhes were centered in qur humble 


circle; 


1 
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Equally a ſtranger to the vexations of 
envy, faſpenſe, or diſappomtment, I 
lived in one continued: calm. I had 

read of love, but knew it only by de- 
ſcription. All the young gentlemen” 
who viſited us were amiable 3 but as 
of brothers only had their merit ſtruck 
me: and I converſed with them as with 
their fiſters, in perfect eaſe and free- 
dom. If any eompliments were paid, 
I aſcribed! them merely to the warmth 
of friendſhip : they excited neither va- 

nity nor confuſion in me ; but, having 

relatiqn. chiefly: to my mental qualities, 

increaſed! my ardor for fill further im- 
6— 


10 My kalen beheld "_ joy- . 
il ſerenity 


(1440 
ſerenity of my ſoul. © Her heart,” 
ſaid he, “ will never become the ſlave 


6 f paſſion . never incline her to de- 


ee viatè from the paths of duty. When. 
e ever ſhe yields to the impreſſions of 
& love, it will be in conjunction with 
cc the dictates of reaſon. and duty.— 
«Yes! my Selima will ſurely! be the 


cer pride, the pleaſure, the prop of my 


ce declming years! Such were 
the frequent exclamations of my fond 
parent. N Wih | 
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of my inſenſibility. If I had hitherto | 
been unconſcious of the tender feelings, 


it was becauſe my ideas of lovelineſs 


had never yet been realiaed - 


In 


* T; . 
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alas l ſhort was the triumph 


(6 


In the time of the long vacation 
our parties were conſiderably augmented 
by ſome young gentlemen who accom- 
panied their fellow - ſtudents home; and 
among them was Mr. Leiceſter. The 
firſt glance convinced me, that I had 
ſenſibility, and that my heart was about 
to quit its hitherto peaceful dwelling, 
His frequent viſits, and little artifices 
to procure opportunities of rendering 
himſelf agreeable, ſhewed that he be- 
held me with equal partiality. Bred - 
as had been in the ſchool of candor 
and ſincerity, my father ſoon perceived 
my paſſion; and my efforts to reſtrain 
it. He thereupon enquired into the 
character of my lover, his fortune and 
connexions ;-and, finding the firſt to 

Var. . K be 


we 
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be anſwerable to the ideas he formed of 
Mr. Leiceſter during our ſhort acquain- 
taince, and nothing objectible in the 
other reſpects, he reſolved to confirm 
our happineſs ds. ſoon as he ſhould be 
convinced that our anette Was wy 
—_— IVY 1.93208 | 
| N rien FIRE follonel 

| Sane ofthis ladies who viſited us were 
very fond of theatricat'repreſentations; 
ſo: that we ſometimes attempted them 
among ourſelves: our birth-days,. eſpe- 
cially, were almoſt always, marked by 
fome exhibition of that kind. A fmall 
theatre had been erected? at our joint 
expenre; and om the! eve of any per- 
formance cards were diſperſed among 
our tenants and their friends. 


— 


d of 
ain- 
the 
firm 
| be 
ruly 


wed, 
were 
ons; 
them 
eſpe- 
d by 
{mall 
Joint 
per- 
mong 
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4 At the time of my father's diſco- 
veting the tender ſentiments Mr. Leicef- 
ter had infpired me with, preparations 
were making for the celebration of my 
natal day. The Journey to London 
was the piece fixed upon : the part of 
Lady Grace was allotted for ROI: 
ad t that of Manly for Mr. en 


«However properly I might otherwiſe 
have filled the character, yet ſome Cir- 
cumſtances of it correſponded ſo ex- 
aitly with | my own fituatioh,* that 
the greateſt agitation and Gafufon 
were viſible in my performance, and 
in the laſt act I ſunk motionleſs on the 
lage. This alarming event”; roduced 
an eclairciſſement on the part of Mr. 

| = 2 Leiceſter ; 


0 0 
Leiceſter ; his emotions and aſſiduities 
fully ſhewed the intereſt he bore in my 
recovery, and My father no longer 
doubted of his ſincere attachment. 


© The enſuing morning, when the bc 
young gentleman called to enquire into 
the ſtate of my health, this -moſt wor. 
thy parent met him with a ſmile, and 
conducted him to my apartment. 110 

66 Selima,“ ſaid he, as he entered, | 
« if I have any {kill in diving into „ 
« the human heart, I bring you a vi- 
„ fitor whoſe enquiries after your wel. wt 
“fare are not merely ceremonial. Mr. $1 


«© Leiceſter is a good young man, and his 
as ſuch entitled to your eſteem. [ - 
h 18 | en 


. c am b 
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ce am happy in the friendſhip that 
e ſubſiſts between you; and, ſhould 
«warmer ſentiments ariſe, the ſanction 
of a parent will not be wanting to 
* crown your wiſhes.“ 


SOT DEN 1 | 4 
„ I was fo ſtruck with embarraſſ- 


ment by the ſuddenneſs of this addreſs 
from my father, that my trembling 
tongue loſt its powers, and I could 
with bluſhes only evince my gratitude 
for his unparelleled generoſity, My 
boyer, indeed, not leſs rejoiced and ſur- 

rized, but far more eloquent, returned 
his moſt ardent acknowledgments, and 
expreſſed, in the higheſt terms, his 
ſenſe of the diſtinction with which my 
father honored him; at the ſame time 
WES H 3 inti- 


«* 


420-3 


intimating, with the utmoſt delicacy, 


that my favourable opinion alſo was x 
main ground on which he was deſirous 
to found his hopes. He added, that 


he flattered himſelf his attentions had 


mulation, even had 1 been accuſtomed 


not been diſagreeable to me, but as 


yet that ſoothing imagination had not 
been confirmed. 


«© This was not a period for diſfi- 


to it—Frankly owning that inclination 


concurred with my duty, I yielded my 


hand to him who had the right to be- 


Now it on whatever object be thought 


moſt worthy, 


v. the 10115 ' * 
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down its bleſſings on our union, 5e 


* father inſtantaneouſly joined the hand 
Jus I had given him with Mr, Leiceſ- 


2 ter's, and aſſured us that he would 
take the molt: effectual meaſures for 

1ad TO : 

gur ſpeedy marriage; after which he 

left us to expatiate upon his extreme 

15 51 9 and our 1 bliſs. 


not 


. cc A few W afterwards Mr. Leicht 
ned ber returned to Oxford, to ſettle his af- 
fairs there, and take a proper leave of 
his tutor; which done, he repaired to 
be- Fernham Abbey, the feat of; his an- 
gt _ceſiors, where he gave the neceſſary 
orders to prepare for my reception. 
Then returning to R, he there 
received my promiſed hand, and with 

0 H 4 "YA 
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it the benediction of a father . * 
833 affectionate. T1 
pe 
#6 The manſion to which Mr. Leiceſ. by 
ter carried me immediately after our 18 
nuptials was magnificent to an extreme, 9 
yet it was not without regret that I re- by 
flected on having quitted the little villa il © 
wherein I had paſled the former part 8 | 
of my Hife. 4 : 
It's 


10 K 82 the requeſt of Mr. Leiceſter, 
who was always ſtudying to pleaſe me, 
-my father had conſented in future to 


make his 'abode with us; and, having Pe 
prepared every- thing for ſettling one of ta 
His tenants in his own rural dwelling, th 

oy 


he accompanied us to the Abbey with- 
It | out 


Ak- 


ceſ« 


Our - 


me, 
re- 
villa 
part 


ſter, 
me, 
e do 


ving 


je of 
ling, 
vith- 


out 
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out caſting back one lingering look, 
I was ſurpriſed at his tranquility on an 
occaſion, which affected myſelf in a 
high degree. The place of my nati- 
vity and youthful reſidence had. Kill a 
thouſand charms in my eyes, and in 
bidding it a laſt adieu 1 felt very great 
relyRance---methinks now, as if from 
ſome {ſecret forebodings of the miſeries 


4 ſhould meet with when 13 of 


its ſhelter. 


- \ — #7 
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In order to render my new habi- 
tation, in every, reſpect as agreeable as 
poſſible, Mr. Leiceſter had alſo. bind 
taken care that I ſhould not want in it 
the, chearing converſation of one of my 
own n by prevailing, on Mus; Louiſ 


H Hs T 


4 


G 

T. A, a young lady between whom 
and' myſelf ſubliſted the moſt cordial 
intimacy, to bear us company till I 
ſhould become reconciled” to? the ac- 
quaintatice of the neighbourho6d : ſo 
that, bleſt with the ſociety of 4 beloved 
huſband, father, and friend, 1 could 
not long remain inſenſible to the num- 
berleſs beauties of the Abbey, „though 
at firſt J either overlooked, of faw them 
with cold indifference.” 


Here Mrs. Leiceſter was interrupted 
in her narrative by the return of the 
gevtlemen. In my next, deareſt Ma- 
dam, you may depend upon the ſequel. 
_——Praying for your” health and wel- 
fare, I remain your moſtiditifal 
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LETTER XIV. 
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| Ve after dinner, we females, 


Jeavir ng 1 the gentlemen to the enjoyment 


of: & 4 1198 


of tk their bottle, repaired with our work; 


bags tc to. the temple of Minerva, where 
rs. Leiceſter favored us with. the re- 


"mainder of her hiſtory : 454 1 have 


ei 


riſen earlier d than uſual this r rperving 
to commit it to writing for the Peruſal 
of my | dear Mama. 
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Continuation of Mrs. Leiceſter” 5 Nar- 
a rative. | 


« Marriage, inſiead of abating, as | 


is too commonly the caſe, ſeemed to 
have heightened the ardor of my huſ- 
band's paſſion----his chief delight was 


to anticipate” the wiſhes of his Selima. 


Obſerving that ſimple nature was by 
me much preferred to ſtudied elegance, 
he attempted no improvements but 
with my approbation; ; and my fond- 
neſs for roral ſcenes prompted me to 
project many i in the garden. An ene- 
my to formality, I abotthed it utterly. 
The frees, which before were cut and 
twiſted into a thouſand hideous ſhapes, 
3 now releaſed from their bondage, 

. and 


anc 
bra 
gal 
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Des, 


and ſuffered to unite theit ſpreading 
branches, ſporting in freedom with the 
gales, and affording a refreſhing re- 
treat from the heats of ſummer :—the 
flowers, no longer conſined to narrow 
beds, roved luxuriantly over the ſpa- 
cious lawn: — the roſe, the myrtle, and 
the lilly, blended their odours; and 
the woodbine, conſcious of its own 


12 


weakneſs, crept around the W 


Poplar a ae 


1296 Mr.Leiceſter had — to Gena 
the winters in London; but my attach- 


ment to retirement for ſome time with- 
ſtood all his arguments. Tis ne- 
ceſſary, he would ſay, that my 
66: Fen ſhould be acquainted- with 
misc other 


{( 258 ) 


ec other ſcenes befides thoſe of Farn- 
c bam Abbey... After. entering a little 
66 into the world, and [moderately en» 
„ohne its amuſements, we ſhall re- 
turn to ſolitude with double reliſh, 
« My friends will think it ſelfiſh in 
me, to, wed the, moſt. lovely of her 
+ ſex, and. reſtrain her from all but 
e domeſtic pleaſures, Our'recluſe way 
of living will be imputed rather to 
a churliſhneſs in my diſpoſition, 
© than to any natural propenſity you 
e have to it. But not all his per- 
ſuaſions and animated deſcriptions of 
the metropolis could inſpire me with 
a deſire of viſiting it. I was ready to 
acknowledge the gaicties that abounded 
there, but was apprehenſive of their 
100% 5 being 
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being too often attended with mournful 
conſequences. I, therefore, thought it 


much better to diſpenſe with the firſt, 


than to incur the danger of the laſt, 
Happy! thrice: happy for me, had 1 
ever continued unſhaken in this opnion, 
and conducted myſelf accordingly ! 


* 


c But; in about-ſeven months after 
our marriage, I ſuffered extreme afflic- 
tion in the death of my affectionate, 
&er-to-be-adored father; and this fur- 
niſhed my huſband with new arguments 
for our making a journey to town. He 
earneſtly repreſented, that ſolitude was 


but the nurſe of my exceſſive grief, 


and, if 1 perſiſted to remain in it, would 
not 1 infallibly prove "injurious - to 


10 my 


Ge) 
my own: health 3 but alſo moſt probably 
fatal to the pledge of our affection 
with which I was then pregnant.— 
This laſt intimation awakened me to 
fears before unknown----Maternal feel- . 
ings prevailed.. Miſs T. tenderly con- 


ſented to accompany us; and in a very 5 
ſhort time we were ſettled in elegant 25 
apartments in Berkeley ſaree, 90 

is HDH ] (2987) | hir 
91 ec For many 5 Ser the fri 
united exertions of love and friendſhip, tot 
nor the novel ſcenes of the capital, de 
bad che leaſt effect upon my dejeted iW _. 


ſpirits, Indeed; leſt I might ſeem ſtub- lic 
+ bornly to court a continuance of my 
ſorrow, : I ſuffered , myſelf, to be con- "a 
ducted from one ſcene of difipation t to ＋. 
wort another, 


T. appeared to have à particular inte- 


168 
another, and endeavored to appear a- 


muſed, though my heart ſtill er 
comfort. 18 


* 13 11 of 4 


[6 . the few attractions 
I poſſefled, were ſufficient to engage 
the notice of a perſon of conſi- 
derable rank. He cultivated the ac- 
quaintance of my huſband, inſinuated 
himſelf into the good graces of my 
friend, and, his criminal deſigns being 
totally unſuſpected, was held in no ſmall 
degree of eſtimation by myſelf. He 
attended us almoſt every- where in pub- 


lie, and was always gladly received by 


us at home. Mr. Leiceſter was neyer 
ſo joyous as in his company, and Miß 


reſt 
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reſt in whatever related to the agreeable 


Fvander. My ignorance of mankind 


rendered me blind to his real *purſuits, 
The uncommon aſſiduity he ſhewed in 
our ſociety; I looked upon as a delicate 
means of promoting his views with re- 
ſpect to Lbuifa; and, as her fortune 
Was incotiſi derable in compariſon with 
bis, was bappy in the proſpect of a 

union ſo D as well as agree- 
able to ber. Alas! little did I ima- 
- vine, that my complacency, the mere 


effect of my great regard for my fair 


friend, would be conſtrued into an ap- 
probation of any affection in Evander 
for myſelf; or that the encomiums [ 
beffowed upon bim as her © favorite, 
Would be — in a light the moſt 


$121 foreign 


Me 


7 
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foreign to my intentions-<=the moſt 
eric to ny own honor. v4 on 
Walde tat gor. ' 10 bf 112 

L Tie winter glided on in ſocial in in- 
89 we participated every amuſe- 
meyt of the Faſon, and I had the ſa- 
rxfattion to. find myſelf gradually get- 
ting the better of the anguiſh in which 
my dear father $ death had overwhelmed 


| me. 
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us to rural ſcenes, but divided not our 
* AL 121 f 


{mall party; Evander accompanied us 
to the Abbey. Soon afterwards, our 


"domeſtic happineſs received } inex reſſi- 
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ble addition from the binh of the lags 
girl now before you--'my Selima ! 
| PANTY 
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whom, under the guidance of a mer- 
ciful Providence, you ſnatched from 
the jaws of deſtruction, and have moſt 


beneficently preſerved, to bleſs the eyes 
of her 1 hard-treated mother 


cc 1 was ' unfaſhionable enovgh to 


expreſs. a defire of . ſuckling my babe, 
and the requeſt endeared me. ſtill more 


to Mr, Leiceſter. Joy and feſtivity 


reigned throughout our dwelling, ani- 
mating every countenance, except that 


Y of Louiſa — ſhe ſeemed unwilling to 


partake of the general felicity. I at- 


tributed her uneaſineſs to the ſecret ra- 
vages d of love; and with a view of di- 
covering whether my ſurmiſe was well 


A 2 made Evander the chief ſub- 
*.:- 3M 
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je& of our converſation whenever we 
happened to be alone. I hoped, by 
this means; to arrive at the confeſſion. 
L imagined my 'fincere friendſhip had 
ſome claim to; but, inſtead of ſoothing 
her to be ingenuous, it encreaſed her 
reſerve, and frequently excited reſent- 
ment — ſtrange reverſe of the affability 
and good - nature which uſed to mark 
her conduct. I was not conſcious of 
having given her the moſt trifling cauſe 
of offence, however delicate might be 
ber ideas. In intimating a deſire of 
being favored with her confidence, I 


had only ſhewn myſelf Wt inte- 
reſted 1 in her MA | 


j 


1.16: Vexed to d bent at 0 unac- 
: countable 
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countable. behavior of Louiſa, I, pre. 


vailed on Mr. Leiceſter to ſound Evau- 
der, and endeavor to learn whether be 


had! yet made a; deelaratienſof loye to 
her, or whether any miſunderſtanding 
had at any time ariſen between them: 
for, unleſs by ſome clue of this kind, 
I was new quite at a loſs how to pro- 
ceed to the cauſe of that chagrin which 
Miſs T. ſuffered to prey ſo ** 
2 * 


» F 
- i 44 * » ' F 1Þy , 


Ne Tot my e Pai de- 
clared to Mr. Leiceſter, That he had 
never entertained. for Louiſa more than 
the regard of a brother; that, from 
ſome favorable hints on the part of 


the lay, he believed a-detlaration- of 


03 love 


ad 
1an 


of 
ove 


( 163 ) | 
love would not have been diſagteeable; 
that at preſent, however, he had not 
the leaſt inclination to matrimony /: 


« for,” added he, le! lady already 


te entangled in the bonds of Hymen 
© engroſſed, my warmeſt wiſhes, and; 
« as ſhe is not to be obtained, I can- 
e not think of entering the ur ſtate 
“ with any en 1 


« From this diſcloſure of Evander 
there appeared ſome reaſon to ſuppoſe 
that Louiſa's ill humor was the reſult of 
diſappointment in her not being honored 
wich an avowal of his paſſion ſo ſoon 
a ſhe might have expected; but why 
ſhe: ſnould vent her ſpleen upon myſelf 
in particular ſtill remained a profound 


aan * 


C 68-3 


myſtery, However, I determined to 
act with candor towards her, and ac. 
cordingly took the firſt opportunity of 
undeceiving her, with reſpe& to any 
hopes ſhe might entertain of receiving 
Evander's addreſſes, by mentioning his 
unfortunate prepoſſeſion—when, with 
a ſneer utterly incompatible with our 


former friendſhip, the told me ſhe had 


long been ſenſible of it. 


__ » 46 The'rudeneſs of Miſs T.'s anſwer 

extremely ſurprized, but gave me not 
the leaſt idea of her real meaning; for it 
had never once occurred to me that! 


was the object alluded to in the latter 


part of Evander's declaration to Mr, 
Leiceſter. 
. From 


to 
ac- 
of 
ny 
ing 
his 
ith 
our 


had 


wer 

not 
or it 
at I 


atter 


Mr. 


rom 


both their accounts 1 ſhould have been 


( 26g 9 
„ From that time I deſiſted from 
preſſing Miſs T. on the ſubject; and 
all the notice I took of it was, now 
and-then, rallying Evander concerning 
his unfortunate prepoſſeſſion, which on 


glad to have removed. And now took | 
place an explanation that indicated my | 
approaching miſeries. One day, when, 
perhaps, I bad been rather ſeyere in my 
attack, Evander, with more than uſual 
animation, dane me as follows: 


75 CON. 
1 7 Were you, Magagy 40, bohald 
© the captivating form that renders me 
© inſenſible to inferior charms, you 
* would no longer condemn my con- 


“ ſtancy, which is as involuntary as 
Vol. II. EM per- 


„ 
e permanent. I would gladly break 
ac my chain, but my ſlavery will end 
« only with my life. No common 
e charms hold my heart; as you ſhall 
„judge from this faint reſemblance of 


ont 


* 


66 the faſcinating e 85 
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os t theſe words he drew from 
his pocker A ſmall caſe beautifully or- 
namented, and, lifting up the lid, diſ- 
covered to me the miniature of myſelf 
—My bluſhes and confufion were paſt 
deſcription : they could not eſcape the 


_: of Mig T. nor, though the lid 
of the caſe had been cloſed almoſt in- 


ſtantaneoufly, was it- done ſo rapidly 
as to prevent her catching a tranſient 


glance of the fatal picture. 
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« A ſmile of contempt was vifible on 
her features ; and, as if determined to add 
to my mortification, ſhe abruptly quitted 
the room. I would have directly followed 
her, but the deſtroyer of my happineſs 
threw himſelf on his knees before the 
door, deelaring he would not ſuffer 
me to paſs him till my lips had pro- 
nounced a pardon for his offence. As 
there was no alternative, I granted it on 
condition of his future filence on the de- 
-teſtable ſubject; and, - aſſuring him 
that the leaſt breach of it would oblige 
me to make my huſband acquainted 


| with his libertine purſuit, I flew to ſeek 


the unkind Louiſa. 


5 


She was in her own apartment, and, 
to my utter aſtoniſhment, preparing for 
12 31 


wa” 


( 172 ) 
an immediate departure from the Abbey, 
I begged to know the cauſe of this ſud. 
den determination; and the anſwer I re. 
ceived was equally laconic and explicit 
„It is time, Madam, to think of a re. 
ce treat, when hypocriſy and pretended 
« friendſhip appear unmaſked. Were! 
4 maliciouſly diſpoſed, there is a ſufficient 
“ field for reſentment and revenge; but, 
sas chance has diſcovered your treachery 
* to your friend, I leave it to diſcover allo 
* your infidelity to your huſband.” 
Indignation and: offended innocence 
deprived me of the powers of ſpeech-.- 
Before I could articulate a ſingle word ſhe 
tripped down ſtairs, and, ſtepping into 
a Chaiſe, which ſhe had ordered, bid the 
driver make the beſt of his way to R. 
The moment I loſt fight of ber, wy 
burſting 


durſt 
tears. 
the 
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burſting heart ſought relief in a ſhower of 
tears, and Mr. Leiceſter ſurprized me in 
the diſtreſsful ſituation. 

| To behold thoſe eyes ſuffuſed in tears 
that were ever wont to ſmile at his ap- 


proach, was to him inexplicably myſte- 


tous, and with tender anxiety he enquired 
into the cauſe. 

“ Loviſa is gone !. has left me in diſ- 
e dain !?——1 could fay no more; grief 
choaked the paſlage of my words. 
At length, when the tempeſt of my ſoul 


had in ſome degree ſubſided, I ſaw, or 


thought I ſaw, much impropriety in deal- 
ng ingenuouſly with my huſband in this 
affair. To tell him the truth, would ne- 
ceffarily ſubject him to an altercation with 
Evander that might terminate in a duel— 


To conceal the real motives of Loviſa's 
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diſpleaſure under the pretence of ſome tris 


174 ) 


vial diſagreement between us, would „Pro- 
bably, only occaſion him to call her tem- 
per in queſtion, without endangering his 
peace. The latter, therefore, was the plan 
adopted ut, unfortunately for all par- 


ties, it proved the worſt I could poflibly 


have deviſed. Evander imagined that my 


conduct ſprung from a ſecret partiality for 


bimſelf; Louiſa, that conſcious guilt pte. 


vented my demanding an eclairciſſement ; 
and Mr. Leiceſter, that there was ſome- 
thing more conſequential in our quarrel 


than private reaſons permitted me to own, 
He mentioned not his ſuſpicions ; but 


from that day he appeared unealy, re 
ferved, and diſlatisfied---even little Selima 
loſt the power of pleafing :—ſo that, 


from the moſt ſociable and entertaining, 
hs 


wh 


( 175. ) 
he became one of the moſt unconverſable 
and gloomy of mankind, Bio -Þ 
“ Evander obſerved the change, and 

failed not to conſtrue it to his own advan- 
tage- As the attentions of Mr, Leiceſter 
decreaſed, his increaſed, and that to ſuch 
2 degree that I was reduced to the neceſ- 
ſity of forbidding him my houſe. 


© The mandate, however, was not 


tomplied with, tili the ſeeds of jealouſy 


had taken decp root in the boſom, of Mr. 
Leiceſter. He had lately obſerved the af- 
fiduities of his friend; and the ſudden de- 
parture of Miſs T. (whoſe return had been 
wholly unſollicited) now appeared to him 
2 confirmation of my having given ſome 
ſanction to Evander's criminal attachment, 
He believed our diſagreement to be the 
eſe&t of deſign in me, as wiſhing to be 

| I 4 = 
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rid of a diſcerning companion who might 
detect my falſity. To convince himſelf 
of the truth, he privately repaired to R, 
and, pretending that he was no ſtranger 
to the cauſe of Louiſa's pique, drew from 
her the incident of the picture, which, 
they both concluded, had been preſented 
by myſelf, or at leaſt taken by my conſent, 
From that period, diſtruſt, ſuſpicion, 
and revenge, filled my huſband's ſoul— 
A ſtern coldneſs towards Evander beſpoke 
him no longer a welcome gueſt; and the 
wretch, who was unawed by my ſcorn and 
authority, ſhrunk from the preſence of an 
incenſed huſband. 
<< Evander's 3 inſpired me with 
hope. ' I now flattered myſelf, that the 
| ſerenity of Mr. Leiceſter would be re- 
| ſtored ; but, alas! Doug he profeſſed 


himſelf 


ight 

alelf 

R. 
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G. 1 
himſelf ſatisfied with my ſolemn proteſta- 
tions of innocence, yet it was evident, that 
doubt, corroding doubt, preyed upon his 
heart. | 


From the happieſt of Hymen's vo- | 


taries we became the moſt. miſerable. — 
The cool conduct, conſtrained civility of 


Mr, Leiceſter affected me more than could 


a total inattention——my ſpirits ſunk---" 
my conſtitution was unequal to the ſhock 
the bloom forſook my cheek, and, be- 
fore the return-of winter, I became merely. 


the ſhadow of my former ſelf. —Frequent 


had been my attempts to regain my huſ- 
band's good opinion and confidence. I had 
endeavored, again and again, to convince 
him, that, in concealing Evander's vile 


intentions, I had conſulted only his peace 


and ſafety ; but he refuſed to be convinced 
wes 1 5 by 


t 
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by me, and. I had only, in filent woe, to 
commit my cauſe to Providence. 


« For ſeveral months Evander had nei- 
ther been mentioned nor heard of in our 


family, when one morning, at breakfaſt, 
a paragraph in the newſpaper, relative to 
his marriage with the widow of a rich 
planter in Jamaica, happened to catch the 
eye of Mr. Leiceſter. He read it aloud, 
keenly watching the countenance that ne- 


ver had glowed with a bluſh of conſcious 


ſhame---and obſerving no emotions either 
of guilt, anger, or diſappointment, his 
countenance aſſumed a ſmileof fatisfaction. 

« When ſhall we go to London, Se- 
lima? Engaged in other purſuits, that 
« infernal villain will no more empoiſon 
« our domeſtic joys. I own my late un- 


9 * and ſuſpieions. but they ſubſiſt no 
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6 
« jonger· the man who had been bleſt 
with your affection could never ſtoop 
* to meaner conqueſts. Forgive my re- 
ts ſerve forgive the many inſtances I 
© have ſhewn you of a reſentment as 
e cruel as unjuſt — Believe me, it pro- 
c ceeded more from a mean opinion of 
e myſclf, than a doubt of your diſcretion. 
I compared my own attractions with 
«* thoſe of the ſeducer, and from his ap- 
parent advantage drew inferences unfa- 


- © vorable to your virtue. deſtructive of 


my peace, —But, happily, the-miſt of 
© jealouſy, which enveloped my reaſon; 
is now Vaniſhed---Confent but ta par- 
don my injuſtice, and joy 11 reani- 
* mate my heart.“ 

« Such an unexpected confeſſion of 


5 and deſire of reconciliation, 


EN I 6 were 
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were too much for one reduced to my 
weak and languid condition I fainted 


in his arms, but recovered to confirm his 


forgiveneſs, and to repeat the fincereſt af. 
furances of my love and innocence.— 
Exceſs of joy was ever more prejudicial 


to me than grief, A violent fever was the 


conſequence of the preſent; and, during 


the delirium which attended it, I called 
inceſſantly on Evander and Louiſa. What 


a ſtroke for a heart but recently diveſted 
of its doubts! When my maid informed 


me of it, I was ſtruck with horror at the 


idea of the effect it would probably have 
on Mr. Leiceſter, and my melancholy 
began to return. His conduct, however, 
betrayed no ſymptoms but thoſe of ten- 
derneſs and love —he either aſcribed my 
ravings to their true ſource, or was deter- 

| | mined 
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mined to conceal the pain they gave him. 
Anxious for the re- eſtabliſnment of my 
health, he haſtened our ſecond journey 
to the metropolis, where my illneſs being 
judged to be ſeated rather in the mind 
than in the body, my phyſicians preſcribed. 
amuſement, inſtead of regimen and me- 
dicine, for my recovery. 

« Preparations were making for a 
maſked ball at Carliſle-Houſe. I had 
never been at one. Indeed, maſquerades 


were a ſpecies of pleaſure to which I had, 


ever denied my approbation ; but, not- 
withſtanding, the intreaties of Mr. Leiceſ- 
ter prevailed on the preſent occafion. To 
him, alſo, I left the choice of my dreſs ; 
and, to diſplay the magnificence of his 
taſte, he fixed upon that of a Roman 
— He 1 was habited as an 


antient 


throng. 
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antient Bramin, and the ladies and gen- 
tlemen of our party perſonated Greeks and 
Perſians. In the courſe of the evening 
a Turkiſh Baſhaw joined one of the ſup. 
porters of my train, though it was evi- 


dent that her miſtreſs was the chief object 


of his contemplation. There was ſome- 
thing in the ſound of his voice that pro- 
duced in me the moſt diſagreeable ſenſa- 
tions—it reminded me of the abhorred 
Evander's ; and, with a view of detaching 
him from our party, I mixed in the giddy 
About an hour afterwards [ 
was addreſſed by a reverend Father, who 
exerted all his eloquence to prove the 


happineſs of a religious life : but, though 


the character was ſo different, I knew the 
'voice to. be the ſame which had before 
been complimenting my train-bearer,— 


Alarmed 


i 
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Aarmed at being ſo diſtinguiſhed and fol- 
lowed by this maſker, (though far from 
ſuſpecting him to be the inſidious author 
of my ſufferings, whom I ſuppoſed in a 
diſtant clime,) I feigned a ſudden indiſ- 
poſition ; and, prevailing on my Bramin 
to make an early retreat from the ſcene of 
abſurdity and ſtupid repetition, we excuſed 
ourſelves to our party, and fought that 
heartfelt ſatisfaction at home, which is ne- 
ver to be experienced in the motly crowd. 
* But, without knowing why, I could 
not help being uneaſy when I reflected 
upon the particular attentions of the maſk, 
I had once known all the miſery of a ſuſ- 
pected wife, and conſidered nothing ſo 
diſtreſſing as thoſe attentions from the other 
ſex which might again ſubject me to it. 
eee therefore, to avoid every fa- 
#2 ſhionable 


| ( 184 ) 
ſhionable place of public reſort, and to 
recreate my leiſure-hours with the ſociety 


of a few ſelect friends. Mr. Leiceſter in- 
dulged my taſte for private parties ; we 
were again united in the bonds of affection 
and eſteem, and the recovery of his con- 
fidence reſtored me to health and ſpirits. 
«© Nothing is more dangerous than an 
acquaintance ſuddenly contracted with per- 


ſons of unknown character; as I have 


learnt by woeful experience. Believing 
the countenance to be a true index to the 


heart, I unfortunately imbibed the moſt 


favorable ſentiments of a young widow 
who lived in the houſe adjoining to our 
own. Our viſits at firſt were merely ce- 


remonious, but, from her friendly appear- 


ance, ſoon became exceedingly ſocial and 
familiar. She ſeemed to have a tender 
concern 


ble f 
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to concern in whatever related to my hap- 
ety pineſs; which, together with her exhila- 
in. rating converſation, naturally made me 
we covetous of her company. . 
ion One fatal evening, at a time I knew 
on- fre was from home, a ſervant brought a 


8. letter, purporting, that this ſuppoſed amia- 
an ble friend was ſuddenly taken ill at the 
der- houſe of a near relation, - that ſhe begged 
ave to ſee me, and that a carriage waited to 
ing convey me to her. 

When the letter was delivered to me, 
Mr. Leiceſter was engaged with his attor- 
ney on ſome particular buſineſs. I ſent 
my woman up to his ſtudy, to acquaint 1 
him with the indiſpoſition of Mrs. Alſop, 
and her requeſt to ſee me; and begged 
him not to wait tea, as in all probability | 
| ſhould not be able to leave her till fome © - 7 


* 
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by a ſtool), deſired her maid to ſhew me 
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time after our uſual hour. Then hud. 
dling on my cloke (for I waited not to 
alter my. dreſs), I threw myſelf into the 
carriage, bidding the coachman drive to 


bis lady's as expeditiouſly as poſſible. 


© In a few minutes we ſtopped at an 
elegant houſe, but in what ſtreet I knew 
not, nor did. I enquire. Unſuſpicious of 


deceit, I flew out. of the coach, and was 


immediately conducted to an apartment 


in which fat (as I apprehended) the miſ- 


treſs of the houſe. She received me with 
a very flattering ſpeech on my kind re- 
gard and condeſcenſion towards her nicce; 
and, begging me to excuſe her attendance, 
on account of her being afflicted with the 


gout in one of her feet (which was ac- 


tually wrapped in flannels, and ſupported 


the 


_ $ + 3 
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the apartment of Mrs. Alſop.— As 1 
aſcended the ſtairs, the ſervant, awkwardly 
intreating me not to be too much alarmed 
for my friend, gave me the following ac- 
count of her ſituation : That after I was 
ſent for a delirium ſeized her ; that ſhe 
ſpoke but little, but, when ſhe did, it was 
very incoherently ; and that ſhe was now 
in a gentle doze. 
I advanced, with R * n 
towards the bed „and, not obſerving her 
to move, ſat down in a chair by the ſide 
of her, hoping that, when ſhe awoke, I 
ſhould find her amended and refreſhed; 
The maid immediately withdrew; and, on 
ſome frivolous pretence, the nurſe followed 
ſoon after.— Preſently perceiving my ſick 
friend to ſtir, I ſoftly drew afide the cur- 
tain, and in the tendereſt terms aſked if 
| | ſhe 


it 


1 
the was better? She made no anſwer ; 
but, heaving a deep ſigh, took the hand 
which I had extended on her pillow, and 
preſſed it tenderly to her lips in token of 
her gratitude.—The light being placed in 
the fartheſt part of the room, and her 
face almoſt entirely covered with a large 
plaited nightcap, I obſerved not her fea- 
tures,—* My dear Alſop,“ ſaid I, © why 
* do you not anſwer the fincereſt of 
friends?“ - and, ſtooping to the bed, I 
laid my face cloſe to her cheek 
At that inſtant the door of 
the chamber ſlew open, and in burſt my 
huſband and the treacherous woman I be- 
lieved myſelf careſſin 
„Words are too weak to expreſs my 
ſur prize! but I knew not the ſum 
of dreaded evil, till the impoſtor ſtarted 
from 


* 


„ 


from the bed, and, throwing aſide his cap, 
diſcovered the hated viſage of Evander ! 

« Fear not, my amiable girl,” cried 
he, with unparalleled effrontery ; © I 
« would protect thee, were the King of 
* darkneſs himſelf to enter.” 

Judge of my ſenſations, ladies !--- 
pictüre to yourſelves my extreme diſtreſs ! 
Petrified with aſtoniſhment and horror, I 
could neither declare my innocence to my 
huſband, nor ſilence my betrayer. With 


2 look of meffable contempt, ** Vile, de- 


1 ceptious woman !” exclaimed Mr.Leicef- 
ter, and, taking the hand of Alſop, im- 


| mediately quitted the apartment. The 


vicious .monſter _attempted to prevent my 
following; but rage now roſe to my aid, 
and gave me a tyger's ſtrength—T tore 
myſelf from his poiſonous hands; and, 

flying 
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flying down the tair-caſe, called in vain 
on my huſband—but he heard me not, 
having haſtily departed in the coach which 
brought him thither. Evander ſcreamed 
aloud to his confederate in iniquity, who 
paſſed for the hypocritical Alſop's aunt, 
to ſtop me. She roſe for that purpoſe, 


her bloated countenance fired with wrath ; 


but T ſprung before her, and had juſt 
time to unfaſten the door as ſhe hob- 
bled up to me in my eagerneſs to 
gain the ſtreet, I flung it open againſt 
her, and the unwieldy ſtructure lay ſtrug- 
gling in the paſſage. 

© I caſt myſelf into the firſt empty 
chair which I met with, ordering the men 
to haſten with me to Berkeley-ſquare,— 
The moment I reached home, I enquired 


for Mr. Leiceſter, a flood of tears manifeſt- | 


ing 


Vain 
not, 
nich 
med 
who 
unt, 
Dole, 
ath; 
juſt 
10b- 
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wry 
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Hired 
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ing 


A 
ing the agony of my mind. My woman 
informed me he had been gone out above 
an hour; and, imagining my friend was 


dead, ſhe endeavoured to conſole me on 


the occaſion, I aſſured her of her miſ- 
take, but was careful to conceal the reai 
cauſe of my affliftion. I retired im- 
mediately to my chamber, and ſoon af- 
terwards, under pretence of indiſpoſition, 
to bed. About twelve o'clock Mr. Leiceſ- 


ter entered the apartment: he threw him- 


ſelf into an eaſy chair, and with a deep 
figh endeavored to compoſe himſelf for 
ſeep, I aroſe, and in the moſt ſo- 
lemn manner averred my innocence 
averred my ignorance of the deceit which 
had been practiſed againſt me, to deſtroy 
my fame and happineſs. My buſband 
refuſed to hear me · declared that it was 


<( ag ). 
in vain to attempt any farther, impoſition 
- thid me be content with knowing the 
affair was not to be made public; for that, 
as he had conveyed the widow to a pri. 
vate mad - houſe, he had, he hoped, pre- 
vented my falſity and his diſhonour from 
tranſpiring to the world. I knelt----im- 
plored - but with no effect —Inflexible as 
Death, he bid me return to bed, and pre. 
pare very ſoon for a retreat into the coun- 
try. Seeing I aroſe nt from my humble 
poſture, © Do not, Selima ſaid he, ** add 
e ſtubbornneſs to perfidy; nothing can 


e divert me from my intentions. Let 


e not our external appearance betray the 
e jinfamy and anguiſh you have brought 
upon me. Let decorum, at leaſt, ac- 
bo, company your guilt,” Our ſervants 


1 nals perceive no change. Be cau- 
5 tious, 


i 30. 
ion « tious, therefore, and the horrid ſecret 
the & will remain between ourſelves.” He 
bat, chen raiſed me from the ground; and, 
pri. finding it in vain to expoſtulate, I threw 
pre. myſelf weeping on the bed. Night 
rom MI after night was paſſed. ins equal iniſery-— 
im. be perſiſting to reſt in the chair - myſelf 
e as conſtrained to bear the bittereſt ſufferings 
pre. ia filence. —— During the day it was 
bun · impoſſible for any of the family to diſ- 
able cover the leaſt traces of diſguſt: Mr. 
Leiceſter preſerved his uſual civility, and, 
however hard the taſk, I was obliged: to 
appear with my - cuſtomary compoſure 
But, on our retiring for the night, his ſe- 
rerity. conſtantly returned---I was not per- 
mitted even to attempt my vindication, 
nor could 1 prevail on him to repoſe in 
mother chamber. As he got but little 
—_——I © -.. fleep. 


* 


| both ſhare alternately the bed and the 


ſcarcely hear me——his Wild, diſordered 


given for our immediate return to Fam. 
ham Abbey. In about a fortnight after 


Leiceſter's conduct was invariably the, 


= 


C i 
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fleep i in \ the chair, and that interrupted by 
frequent ſtartings, 1 began to fear the 
health of a huſband, though cruel, il 


dear to me, might be much endangered; 
and begged, therefore, that we might 


chair: but 1 begged in vain---he would 


look ſhewed fome furious ſtorm was *. 


thering---and ſoon, alas! it burſt upon 


my head. 
4 At the end of ten aße orders were 


we had arrived there, (during which M. 


-Tame,) all our women · ſervants, except the 

one who waited upon Selma, were ſud 5 

dent diſifſed. This was ſo managed & Wer 
': . =_ 
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3s, 0 ſeem to be done by the order of 


xd 

r . welk; 'wherefore I dared not. drop a 
, fl word that Was in the leaſt inconſiſßent 
red; with ſuch.a ſuppoſition, but rather ſuffered | 


Sul yl, to be looked upon as capricious 
1k ind unkipd. Amidſt all my troubles, 
1 lonever, I ſtill derived ſweet conſolation 
dert from watching over my lovely child 
5 litle ſuſpecting, alas! how ſoon I was 


fy to be deprived even. of that. 
One evening, as J fat brooding over 
1 wy ſorrows," chariot drove rapidly up 
Fam. the avenue; and, whilft I was conſidering 


PT ahom it might contain, Mr. Leiceſter 
1 15. edterod my apartment. 64 Come, Ma- 
dam, ſaid he, the catriage waits for 
0 Jou. Let us how endeavot to forget 
5 our unfortunate. union We tneet;>n0 
ee On your part, ſuch a ſepara- 

"MA  * tion 


—E 
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e tion muſt be very acceptable; and on 
„mine, from being neceſlary, i it will be. 
„come ſupportable. The perſon, to 
<« whoſe care I am about to conſign you, 
is of your own ſex, and will comply 
_ © with all your reaſonable deſires. | I have 

« lodged in her hands a ſum ſufficient 
<<-for preſent purpoſes ; and your annual 
* allowance will be more or leſs liberal, 
& according to the account 1 receive of 
6c your conduct.“ Ile waited not for 
my reply, but, while the big tear rolled 
along my cheek, and the unuttered ſen.- 
tonce. trembled on- my lips, led me im- 
mediately to the chariot “ My child! 
% my child! 1” was all L could articulate, 
That, * ſtill inexorable, be diſregarded, 
and with apparent compoſure wiſhed me 
a: good | Journey, wings! in 55 hearing of 


r | the 


don 
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che fervants who attended us, that he 
biped my grief would be converted into 
joys on Hading my relation better than I 
ce. Barbarous treatment! 

Al Ns ſoon as the emotions of my ſoul 
l ſomeuhat ſubſided, I caſt a look up- 
on my companion, who as yet had neither 
@thforted f nor reproached me. However 
prepared to think ber the reverſe of every-- 
thing that is amiable in woman, I ſaw 
jothung terrifying ! in ber aſpect; on the 
Gitter, gentlepeſs and kindneſs ſhone 
upon her countenance. The ſerenity with 
which I was, therefore, enabled to behold 
ber, 'prompred her to break the filence : 
in ters the moſt ſoothing ſhe conjured 
me to diſcard every uneaſy apprehenſion, 
to ly on her friendſhip, and command 
her ſervices. I found ber to have been 


K 3 an 


- 
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an © hovſtkotyer of my huſband's fatter; 
and that, though ſhe had only. heard Mr. 
Lelteſters account” of the late unhappy 
events, "yet, from a thorough knowledge 
of his diſpoſition, ſhe believed me inno- 
cent, Pitied my misfortunes, and was de- 
ſrous of all leviating them by every means 
in her power t and that it Mas chiefly with 
this view ſhe had undertaken the charge 
over me in a retirement Me. Leiceſter had 
fond for me in the fartheſt part of 
| Wales, determined as he was to ſeclude 
me from all intercourſe with the world, 
1 Te 0 this good wornan 1 freely diſcloſed 
al my tronbles ; and; alarmed at the ides 
of the retreat which Was allotted for me, 
imploted her to ſet me at liberty rn 
colour of my effecting my eſcape. She 
 abjected for ſome rey; but at length wa 

| brougkbt 


ed 
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boyght 


rence which never deſerts the virtuous. 
Ncreegh, at the firſt inn we ſtopped: at, 
Lok an opportunity of tying up a few 
neceflarigs i in a handkerchief, ſtole into 
the garden. while ' the / pretended to be 
allcep, and from thence eſcaping to an ad- 
pinivg field, ſoon got clear of one who 
meant not to mils me till 1 Was out of 


paſſing: the road into which I had TW 
6d; 1 by that means got a ſpeedy co 


. young woman-who was in ſearch of a 
"gi phee, I edquired 'for-a creditable family 
195 N 18 1 t lodge till I could 

GE, © K 4 OO 


t to yield to my importunities to | 
be left to the diſpoſal of that good Pro- 


ber reach,” i Areturned chaiſe opportunely 


wyabce to the next market tout; pork 
4 there procuring a change of inferior linen, 
bay and other: articles of dieſs proper for a 


——— — — — 
% 
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Bet nd d one, 2 was s recommendeg, by 
the draper t to the farmer s where Mrs. El- 
vin firſt heard of r me. With that worthy 
lady, : as. you know, I lived, til, attending 
Miſs Harley hither, | and my. dear Selima 
were moſt wonderfyly. reſtored to each 
other, and are now bath dependent on her 
maſt beneficent deliverer for Protection. 
The circurnſtances attending her deſertion 
in Beyly Wood, too plainly (peak. the de- 


ſtruction premeditated by her father. Oh! 


how depraved bis heart! Had 1 been 
eyen the guilty wretch appearances might 
indicate, ou 0 ought I to be puniſhed in my 


innocent och pg ?—Oh, Leiceſter! de- 


day be thy refleions! 8 
Flere ttickling tears occafioned a thor 
interru prion 


1 
„ 


« Pardon, 


. 
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© Pardon, ladies,” ſaid the lovely wo- 


5 mp, wiping, her cheeks, * the weak neſs 
* of. a heart ſoftened by a recollection of i its 


| Woies; for when ! I look on the amiable 
i pledge of my marriage, the ſpirit of te- 
7% I fntment dies within me. Can I---ought I 
| to harbor any againſt the parent of my 
her child? No! Be my wrongs forgotten! 
Make him, gracious Heaven! but ſenfible: 
ok bis errors, and bury every remembrance: 
of my misfortunes in eternal dünn * 5 


1 «4 * 2 2 42 * „ „* * 


9 Here, Madam, the RD MER 
Mrs. Leiceſter ended her ſad tale—as T 
muſt alſo: my letter. May Heaven ſoon: 
| convince her huſband of her innoctnce?; 
he friendly Party here greet” you and 
l remain the molt affeionate of daughters, 

MR ne CAA Hanrzr. 
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Au Bab, Bed now is every b 
ibe too lovely. Sedley triumphs. Va. 
nity=(alas! which of us is totally ex- 
empt from it 7).— Vanity, 1 fay, once 
prompted. me to believe thar the conqueſt 
of Clinton's heart was reſerved for my- 
ſelf—F atal paſſion Into what errors does 
it not lead us {Thinks Antes, of that 


(20 ) 

female, or determined to appear ignorant 

of the writer, to avoid aggravating the 

beart which muſt naturally be hurt at 
a I fodivgiirſelf rejected. His open attentions- 
o Antonia have fince plainly ſnewn her 
to-be the happy object of his affections; 
and the ſanction of her guardian, in coffe 
jytivn Wich her own inet on, Will, 1 
make no doubt, ſoon couplete the mf ſery 
0 your friend. "The whole village ” ſpeaks 8 
of their intended nion ds a fnlttet AR" 
bb Since the difbovery öf y 42 
51) 1 Have - ibſciited' Og as itch 285 
potfible'From'the Farm! 1 Rar! left ry 
cdvibls eyes thould betriy the RT) 
| my Win Na, they" certainl ly have 
Göde ſo; ; for, if 5 a Kill in the 
ltetSrefution of 6oks” Nis Sedle, often 


* 


caſts on 1 2 a glance of pity, as 2th as” 


Le 
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to ſay, Poor, deſpiſed girl! how greatly 
do I commiſerate \thy unhappy, fate! — 
How humiliating this! Can I ſupport 
it, Bab? No! the moment the day of 
their marriage is known, Maria flies from 
the love · ſcene. I was never fond of wed- 
dings; ; and where the bridegroom is not 
indifferent, it muſt be impoſſible to ſup- 
Port one with any degree of patience. _ 
My Mama, I believe, is not leſs diſap- 
0 \ Prime: than myſelf... She ſays. nothing, 
becauſe ſue will not increaſe, my confu- 
ng hut you-knows: Raſted, old ladies 
ae ever ſanguine in their expectations 
1 . From the hour of the Baronet's artival in 
this neighbourhod, ſhe marked him as an 
uſband for her Maria ; nor ever dreamt 
1 chat the pretty er, would bear any 
= Ae Mt 522 NS 
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ity {12 Heigh-ho!!---but tis in valn to ſigh— 
— | np 06467, my ester, 
ort naquWalterand fret my hours away? 7 
of % No le-the ſweets of life enjoying, 
om ant IN go taſte the joys of May??? 
ed. Ais true, the man has chartns; but the 
not world may, perhaps, produce other mor- 
up- als equally favored · in that particular 
oh chere they come! Miſs Sedley Kan- 
ing familiarly on Clinton's arm Aye, tis 
ven o ſhe is moſt aſſu . Bleis mie ? 
"what- a group !- -TwWo more elegantty- 
booking females, and a fairy, wWHom I do 
not remember ever to have ſeen Before. 
The latter bears ſome faint reſemblance 
ic che Baronet Oh no !---upon 4 ſes 
eond glance, not half ſo lovely 
Well, L muſt go doun and pay my com- 
pliments When they are gone, win 
hn finiſh my epiſtleꝛy W 
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«ibn ods ate}. e -IPiribctfy. 
7 e ae . now, 
dear Bab, for an epitome of their hiſtory. 

The two unknown ladies are, 4 Miſs 
Harley, the boſom- friend of Antonia; and 
a Mrs. Leiceſter, who, it ſeems, is the 
mother of the little girl Mrs. Bromfield 
had the charity to provide for— They told 

me a long ory about her: virtues, her mis 
ſortunes, and 1 know-not what,; but my 
memory will not permit me to give you 
the particulars. . The gentleman is a Mr, 
Radnac, the choſen;ftiend, of Clinton, His 
chief recommendation ſeems. ad-undaunted 
aſſuranee and. an affected cuntempt of all 
that's ſerious. He ſpeaks of women as 
beings of the moſt inferior order; pities 
their» weakneſsþ and-thinks It. d. deviation 
tom good n. mmm 
— — ilftiqo vm dhian bag How 


grace her triumph, I ſuppoſe Bur I 


| Soft Kiry excel te ſee me, as forties 


45 
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How 1 ſhould like to humble WPraly 


creature l. Surely, ſome diſappaintment 
has filled bim with theſe unworthy notions 
of our fex,>— They were indulging them 
ſelves in an evening ratnble, and only ho- 
noted us with a call en paſſant; but An- 


tonia extorted from us a promiſe of dini 


with them to- morrow For what 0 


muſt go, ot my abſence will be attribtitedd 
to its real ſobree ·vexation of ſpirit and 
endy at her happineſs. „ v@1elyonyng od; 

Adieu, Anſted, fot the prefent — Next 


pitch upon that period for the folemn fare? 
I think of tomorrow ꝰs viſit with'tharns ity 
my heart but aer reign _ 
thy feattites. — One 
. 1 61794 2 OS! 
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LETTER XVI. 


+ 
"Miſs HARLEY 70 abs. Ervin. 
ll Nd ib #2 Ba VO 


— — 


<1 Woody Farm, 


Gir INC E 1 my laſt letter to the moſt in- 
dulgent of mothers, two. circumſtances have 
created much joy in this worthy family. 
In the firſt place, Mrs. Leiceſter is reſtored 
to happineſs by a reconciliation with her 
- huſband; and, in the ſecond, my dear, 
my amiable. Antania has conſented to be- 
come Lady Clinton the firſt - day of the 
enſuing month. The Baronet treads on 
air; his fair-one wears a ſmile of pleaſure; 
add the bleſſings of every individual i in the 
e n excepted, 


await 
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await, their union. 19 Such beauty ! ſuch 
vinue ! Who, but a. Clinton, cry the 
honeſt ſouls, “ is worthy ſo great a.trea- 
ſure? ® By * — means he has won their 
hearts I know not, but his goodneſs and be- 
neylehce are the general, topic. That he 

is worthy of encomiums is a fact beyond 
diſpute ; 7 and, if the careful ſtate. admits 
of real happineſs, it certainly will be the. 
portion of my e lite is Chec. 
e eee 


% Virtue has ee of pains 3 Kite 
All, More or leſs, capricious, Fate Jament,” 


Since che approaching wedding hay a | 


groſſed the attention of all heteabouts, 


Miſs. Weutworth, to .conceal, the pain it 
gives her, bas prudently withdrawn from. 
the ſcene... Her Mama ſays he, is gone. 
attend an intimate acquaintance whoſe. 
300 | health 


* 


Care Y 
health requires ad excurſion! to Barh ; but 
the true cauſe of her retreat” was a con- 


ſciouſneſs of her utter inability to behold 
With any fort of patience the felicity of 


her rival. Another mottifying incident, 
alſo, contributed to conirm her inthe de- 


ſigned flight.” A Mer, Radnor, Sir Ed 
ward's particular friend {and whom L ſhall 


mention preſentiy on another vecafion), 


has thought proper, Madam, to diftin- 


guiſh, your Clara, by his afſidvities ; and 


"i; groß an inſult to Matia's blaze of 
Charms could only be reſedted by leaving 
hun to his fally. She: declared herfelf 


tu her Abigait (who communicated ' it to 


Antonia's," who-communicated: i it to mine 7 
that, diſappointed of Clinton ſhe meant 
to bave ſet ber cap at the lively Radnor, 


40 Th ES but, 


aſtoniſhed at his want'of taſte; and owned 


N 217 J 
W finding the creature totally deſtitute 
ck. diſcerpmeut, fie gave up the attempt, 
and left the mean conqueſt to xhat 


Mey pole Harley. Thanks, diſap- 
pointed lady, for the kind diſtinction! - 
Thy fate, co be füre, ls dard = deprwed 
of one conqueſt by a Litiputian, of a'fe- 5 
cond" by 4 Patagovian ! 1 wonder br 
thou faleſt; Under ock cruel Utebt 

ſtances who could command their al. 
pets Pd But enotigh of this frivolbos 
fibjet—f Wilk not terze thy deat Mana 


by adding more upon ir, than "har Miſs 
Wenewentks abſence is looked upon as 


S 


no great misfortune either by the evils. 


men or ladies of dor fobiery. eee 


Aman now relate by what meats Mit. 
Lecter was reſtored to the good opinion 
of her huſband; a8, 1 doubt not, that 


event, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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erent, at the ſame time that it gives you 
pleaſure, will much excite your curioſity, 
Mr. Radnor, it ſeems, was a fellow. 
ſtudent with Mr. Leiceſter; and, till within 
a few years paſt; a perfect intimacy ſub- 
_m between them. The former, hearing 


that his friend had ſent away bis wife 


and child, and retired to a little cottage 


in Northamptonſhire, determined to learn 
the cauſe of ſo ſtrange a proceeding, and 
with that'view Propoſed to make a viſit 


to Woodly.”” He intimated his defign in 
gener to Sir Edward, and a few days af- 
terwards arrived at Mi. Bromfjeld's In 
his away hither, he called at the habitation 


of the recluſe, but was refuſed atl Vichance: 
however, he reſolved to effect an interview, 
at ſome tate or other, before be left the 
W the Baronet had never men- 


; 18525 tioned 
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tioned Mrs. Leiceſter in any af his letters, 
Mr. Radnor was moſt agreeably ſurprized 


to find that unfortunate lady and cher little 


Selima under the protection of this wor- 
thy family ; and, exaſperated, at the cruel 
conduct of her huſband, vowed either to 

convince him of her innocence, or ſacrĩ- 
fice the wretch who had-ſo baſely deſtroyed 
ber fame and happineſs. But whilſt every 
friend, had in contemplation; her juſtifica- 
tion and reconciliation with Mr. Leiceſter, 


a moſt unexpected accident led directly to 


| the accompliſhment of the bleſſed work. 


We were one morning on an aiting: 
95 Edward, Miſs Sedley, and Mrs. Leiceſ- 
ter, in Mr. Bromfield's chariot ; myſelf 
and the pretty Selima ſeated by Radnor 
in bis phaeton. At the diſtance of about 
three miles from Woodly, we were paſſed 
Choe s -- by 
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by a chaiſe, in which were a. gentleman 
and lady, Uhu: hy ihe ſarers in the pol: 
tilion's hat, appeared to be returning from 
a matrimonial expedition. They drove 
by us with great rapidity, and a few mi- 
nutes afterwards, too ſwiftly turning a cor- 
ner in che road, the carriage overturned. 
We haſtened to the ſpot; and found the 
gentleman throw into a ditch, and the 
lady, terribliy cut hy the broken glaſſes, 
lying weltering in her blood at the bottom 
of the chaiſe. We-inſtantly/alighted, and 
Mrs. Leiceſter, with the-benignity of an 
angel, knelt by the unfortunate fair. one, 
and tenderly wiped the blood from her 


pallid face, whilſt Antonia and myſelf en- 


deavored with volatiles to reſtore her loſt 
ſenſes. And now, dear Madam, form in 
n on imagination an idea of Mrs. 
N Leiceſter's 


S230 
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Leiceſter's emotions on diſcovering; the 
well-known features of Mis T le 
om For a moment, aſtoniſhment-and- the te- 


Ove collection of her injuries ſuſpended the 
„ chiritable act in Which ſhe was engaged - 
But humaniry preſently triumphed over 
reſenttnent; and, forgetting her wrongs, 
the tenderly bound up the wounds of her 
enemy wir her handkerchief; Which done, 
wich the affiſtance of the ſervant, the poor 
ſupported by two of us, driven gently to 
the Farm. Her companion, who proved 
to ho the gay Evander, we left wholly to 
the care of Sir Edward and his friend; 
bit, alas! his career was ſtopped for 
erer —in che fall he had received a con- 
tuſion in his head, and, hen brought to 
5 ſhewed no ſigns of lie. 
e 4 8 Miſs 
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Miss T. was conveyed to an apartment, 
E ar for, before the arrival 
-of Evander, but would not permit ber 
Own wounds to be examined till his had 


- undergone inſpection. Infenfible to every- 
thing but his ſafety, it was ſome hour 


before ſhe diſcovered that the. injured Mrs, 
Leiceſter was among the. pitying ſtrangers 


- who were aſſiduous to alleviate her miſery, 
Ahe ſurgeon flattered us not with hopes 
of her.buſband's life (for ſuch, we after- 
' wards found, be really was); but, hiding 
from her as much as poſfible his real fitu- 


ation, by ſome compulſion and much en- 


treaty, at length effected the neceſſatj 


dreſſings; after which, the ſurgeon being 


departed, and her pains becoming leſs 
violent, the unhappy lady began to pay 
more attention to tho ho ſurrounded her. 


AUT (op. — 0 


e 
zent, N 246 Good heatens!“ cũed the, 
rival if Giſlivg det kanguid eyes on Mts. Leiceſter; 
| eis it he ?- or does Conſcience „with its 
{e#pioh ſtings, raiſe the phantom to tor-- 
ment me Then, hiding her face be- | 
«ell the ſhect, „ It is! It is . What 
tun för kügratitude like mine! ?⸗/ 

For Otte ſucceeding moments he poke 
r ehen Mrs. Leiceſter ſeating herſelf 
atze bed, and with aügelie fweethen 
ſoothing the remorſe · truck creature a- 1 
e Ah! Madam,“ replied ſhe; endufng 4 
1 length e ö E it poſtible you . | 
dn pity the diſtreffes of ber who has ſo 
tacherouſly* ſought your ruin? - God 
Fant chat T may live to redteſs the un- 
injuries I have heaped on you! 
r kene, in King'6f 
el. I. WM 1 Where 
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Where is your deluded Huſband — 
Suffer me but to ſee him, to convince him 
cf your innocence—and I aſk of Heaven 
naught but forgiveneſs and a ſpeedy re- 
leaſe from my miſeries.—1 feel uch from 
my wounds, but my mental ſufferings are 
 intolerable—— Oh, ladies! ' baniſh every 
envious thought, and let innocence guard 
your gentle boſors from the” een 
pangs of remorſe PR ey 

L Exhauſted with ſpeaking, the ſunk | into 
a doe and, flattering” ourſelves it was a 
| ans Xing omen, we nnen from her 


Evaniet:” Mr; Bronafield inforgcd us, 
that, though the ſurgeon had brought him 
to a Nate of ſenſibility, yet he did not re- 
cover the uſe of his ſpeech, and had juſt 
breathed his laſt, ſcemingly in all the hor- 


rors 
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rors.of+ a ſoul. torn by guilt and deſpair, ! 
At; this time the worthy man knew not; 
that the ill-fated ſtrangers were the authors 
of Mrs, Leiceſter's woes: on receiving, that 
information, O Providence !” cried he, 
hom quſt are thy decrees! and, flying 
to Mr. Radnor, he begged him to ſet out 
immediately for Mr. Liſter ;: and even to 
bring him by compulſion, rather than ſuf- 
fer him to remain in an. error which might | 
never be removed, ſhould the opportunity 
afforded by the preſent moment be lot. * 

Mr. Radnor inſtantly. ordered bis horſes, 
bon twelve, the ſame evening we had 
the happineſs to hear Mr. Leiceſter: was 
in the drawing room. We were attending 
Miſs T. who had awoke ſome time before 


much refreſhed; and on her hearing that 


he was * ſhe expreſſed the greateſt 
ries n Jatis- 


W . 
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ſatisfaction Mr. [Radnor had not ac- 


quainted him that Mrs. Leiceſter was at 


the Farm, but only mentioned Miſs'T.'s 
accident, and her defire of communi- 
cating! ſomething of conſequence to him 
before her death, which was hourly ex- 


prudent not to get Mrs. Leiceſter; appear 
till after their interview : and prevailing on 
her go withdraw, her huſband was imme- 
iately; conducted to the chamber of the 
tent. She was, ſupported upright in 
her bed by pillows, and Antonia and my- 
{elf were ſeated by che fade, of her. The 
moment Mr. Leireſter hebeld her ghaſily 


Cscuntenance, he ſtarted ſome poges from 


the door _ r 152 


— Come in, Sir.“ ſaidd he: Tor not 
. the Os of one who has 


W tobbed 


28 2838 
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— 
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4 


n 


'0- robbed you of your peace, and 'is/anxtous : 
at to reſtore it. A death bed ſcene, though 
&. thotking, is the ſcene of truth. There is 
ni · no repentance in the future ſtate; allow 


me rhereſore, in the preſent to confeſs a 
crime of the blackeſt dye a crime,; the 
tecollection of which makes nie tremble 
Mr Leiceſter feated himſelf; and-his 
cute nac, though expreſſive of aſtoniſn⸗ 

ment and pity," becaine more placid- 
He beggedd her not to echauft herſelfjt 
that time, but briefly acquaint him W²T M 
the nature of the offence” te ſd much | 
| mented ʒ adding, that the beginning of her 5 
_ Giſbourle* gave him" feaſbh to fuſpeck that 
repentance was'equally neceſſary un hs 
fide. I fear,“ cried he, I have been 
too precipitate in my revenge. Tell me 
quickly, Madam, is not Mrs: Leiceſter 
leis guilty than I ſuppoſed her? 


ad 
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she is, Sir; her virtuous ſoul even 
ſhudders at the idea of a crime. Envy, curſ- 

ed envy! prompted me to work the de- 

ſtruction of her fame and happineſs. Jea- 

lous of the attentions paid her by the man 

on whom I doated, my diſtempeted eyes 
beheld her with averſion ; and, fancying 

that thoſe attentions were not diſagreeable 

to her, I narrowly watched for a confirma- 

tion of my fuſpicions. What I thought 

ſiuch, ſoon occurred.” The little reſentment 

| Yhewn'to Evander the- firſt time he ven- 
% - tired to declare his paſſion; appeared to 
me a ſufficient proof that it would not 
long be unrewarded. In the height of my 
cChagrin I quitted the Abbey, but not till I 
„bad cruelly hinted to Mrs. Leiceſter what 
an opinion I had formed of her. She bore 
my invectives with filent tears, ſhewed no 

* nnd 51 KI ſigns 


. 


en 
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ſigos of reſentment; and let me depart 


without even aſking for an explanation. 


lf you remember, Sir, a few weeks 


after wards you privately called on me, and 
fre from me the cauſe of my departure 
fiom your houſe. Jealouſy and envy in- 
duced me to exaggerate, every circum- 
Hance. F I rejoiced in the diſſenſion I ſhould 
"create, - and, exaſperated at the idea of 


being deſpiſed, ſincerely wiſhed at. that 


;tiche. that the ſword of injured honor 
might be ſheathed in the boſom, of Exan- 


der Your revenge was flow, The poiſon, 


indeed, rankled in your heart; but, ap- 


pearances [| peaking not your diſhonot to 


be compleated, you waited till your owne 


judgment ſhould give ſanction to your 
rage. 


Ar, From my maid, who "Js up 2 cor- 
Kh reſpondence 1 


** 5 


AE” 


1 


: 
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repponden 0 Mrs. Leiceſter, 1 learnt 
Mi ue 5 obj ject 50 boch of my alfection and 


1 Bad öf a ſudden returned to 
town, and that Sally 1 was under the * great- 


8 K Untagbels at having diſcovered, not- 
Titbſtanding 


OO 18117 
the extreme Precaytion of 


her maſter and miſtreſs to conceal it, that 
conjugal. felici had winged. its flight, 


taysg 1 N S 


but was utterly at a loſs to conjecture Wor 


0 YEP NS dal 1679! 
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"Py, in caring that, th e bee of 


alten ag fs well taken root, my next 


(3 Was to enquire” after Evander ; ; and 


i e 


s e rneſt ly endeayouring to 


801. 


a 


go 2191 


find out the Place of his reſidence i in town, 


Au off 


the bak wy proclaimed his marriage with 
ow of a rich Weſt- India planter. 


5 This ſtroke burt me more than the 


_ oh. 1 now V Jopked upon him as irre- 
"Ui trievably - 


xt 


nd 


in, 
ith 
"IMF 
be 


e- 
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trievably _ loft to me, and, giving S. leit 
Up 10 the didtates_ of NN frenzy nZy, diguiſed 


ws 


bt myſelf under the character of 2 Pariſian 


e with an intention of r 


yh Me" A "This 2 5 e _ 


8 


Paſſion » was predominant. | I doubted x not 


10811 


db Was a match of intereſt; and FA | 
in general, ſuch are quickly productiye 1 
dlguſt, if not attended with it At biet, 1 | 
flanered, myſelf. I might, under my Hcdir 
tj us charakter, draw ſome ſhare of his. 
attention. 1 freely confeſs. my. matiyes. % 


Thoſe, who are not totally regardleſs g of. 


their Hattie and virtue, will run no: ri 
that may endanger either; ; but 1 mould 


then have thought both a cheap lacrifice wo 


for che pleaſure of being near Evancer. 
a „NMii es cid God . Wy Fn of N 


VIdsvait 


© 
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My maid (a ſmart, lively girl, and 
a great proficient in the art of deception) 
I judged to be a neceſſary companion in 
my undertaking. She was acquainted with 
my attachment; and the idea of the fro- 


lic coinciding with her views of - intereſt, 


made her very fond of becoming a party. 


_ - & Thus attended, I left home as if going 
to pay a viſit to a friend; and, on our 


arrival in town, took a lodging near the 
ſtreet in which the papers ſpoke Evander 


to reſide. Kitty was diſpatched to a neigh- 


bouring millener's, to learn the ſtate of 
affairs in the bridegroom's family; and 1 
was full of hope that ſhe would bring ſuch 


an account as, by the recommendation of 
Mrs. Mechlin, promiſed me a ſpeedy in- 


troduction to his lady. 
— 45 The gil not. returning ſo foon as I 
expected, 


„ 

expected, anxiety got the better of iny 
2 Forgetting that I wiſhed to te- 
main undiſoovered, I threw up one of the 
ſaſhes, and eagerly directed my eyes to- 
wards the firect whither ſhe was gone. 
Thus was my attention engroſſed, hen 
on à ſudden I found myſelf encircled' by 
the arms of a man My aſtoniſnment was 
great, but my pleaſure equal, at the fight 
of Evander. He had obſerved me at the. 
window as he was croſſing from a voffee- 
houſe, and, ſeeivg the ſtreet· dbor open f 
bad tripped up ftairs without ceremonys, 
and reached me unheard. © up 

After recovering from my furprze, 
I eongratulated him on his marriage. | 

*A farce! a mere artifice !' Noting 
in it by Jupiter!“ anſwered he: 


1% 


7 Juppole, Sir, among you gentlemen 
„„ of - 


n 


chan this: I cauſed: tbe repott of my mar- 
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ger und a ſeriqus ne. 
560 By Joye, Im not married, Miſs T.! 
—But my ſcheme took, 1, ſee. Do the 
honeſt couple at the Abbey belive that 


I amm ſhackled? / wi 
e All. the world halioverit,, Sit; my- ri\ 
ſelf among the reſt. What the. papers ſo o 


ka announce, who can doubt??? 
Then give me leave to undeceive you, 
131300 more nor leſs 


riage to be ſpread, in order to draw the 
Leiceſters from their retirement. I knew 
the Spaniſh huſband would not truſt his 
wife in the gay metropolis, while I conti- 
nued to be one of its inhabitants. I there - 
fore not only propagated the news of my 
N 220 N in the papers 


another 


another paragraph, intimating nay having 


ſpeech; I liſtened patiently: tohis propofals, 
and in an evil hour conſented to become 


6449) 


retired to an eſtate of itiy*bridle's.—Y! 
cannot be ignorant of my defgu upon 
your friend; nor (Pardon my vanity) Was 
ighorant-of yours upon me. Thete 18 à 
way, Miſs T. by which we may doth ar- 

nive at the object we have in view.. 
„Ho deſpicably weak we are when 
under the influence of a- ſelfiſh paſſion! 
Inſtead. of reſenting the inſolence of his 


inſtrumental to my friend's deftrudtions 


Evander promiſed me his hand for Aiding 


kim in his villainous prcject;? and, ab 4 
ſalvo-for iy vanity, proteſted that it ori- 
ginated not ſo much from his paſſion for 


her perſon, as revenge for the flight which 
Water; put on him. He declared, that, 
1901300, had 


- 
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had he at firft bent his thoughts on matri- 
mony, myſelf would have been the object 
of his attention; but to paſs away an idle 
hour, the wife of a friend appeared the 
more eligible companion. Foiled, ' how- 


ever, as he had been, he was now deter- 
mined upon revenge----and martiage, if 


1 had no objection. 

Alas! though my reaſon condemned 
; theſe ſentiments, 1 had not integrity ſuf- 
ficient to oppoſe them. Finding, there. 
fore, that the news of his pretended mar- 
riage had prompted you to renew your 
viſit to the capital, we planned a ſcheme 
for deftroying that happineſs which ap- 

peared again to dawn in your houſe. og 
An elegant apartment was taken 
for my maid, who paſſed for an officer's 
widow ; ; and under that character, and 
the 
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: the name of Alſop, ſhe attracted the atten- 


tion of your lady, who ſoon favored her 
with the firſt place in her eſteem and con- 
fidence, With her affiſtance we drew the 
unſuſpecting innocent to the apartments 
of Evander; and, to compleat my triumph 
over her, L ordered Kitty, otherwiſe Mrs. 


Alſop, to take the opportunity of her ab- 


ſence to prepoſſeſs you with the belief of 
her infidelity. Alas ! Sir, you know 
the reft—our plot too well ſucceeded----. 
yet, fortunately, the honor of your: wife 


eſcaped unviolated. 
( Baulked of the jewel be then hovght, 
himſelf ſure of, a lion robbed of his prey 


could not be more outrageous: than was 


- Eyander. He ſtamped, raved, and vowed. 


to be revenged for the intruſion ; and, re- 


; gadleſs either of my remonſtrances or 


tears ; 
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tears, ſet off for Dover even without bid- 
ding me adieu. Stung to tlie heart with 
vexation, TI” flew to the lodgings" of my | 
maid; but what was my ſurprire to find 
her gone from home---none knew whither | 
I few days afterwards 1 "feceived a 
note from her, informing me that you had 
conſined her in a private mad-houſe, to 
prevent your ſuppoſed diſgrace from being 
| publiſhed to the world She added, that 
the meaſures you had taken would render 
ineffectoal Kr endeavor to N her 
nberty. 

4 As 1 dared not wi Wen in an affair 
that would have reflected ſuch infamy on 
myſelf, I retired inimediately to R. where, 
however, I ſoon afterwards deviſed a piece 
of revenge ſtill mote wicked than the for- 

re knew you done on Tue! little Se- 
"BI, , | 4 lima; 
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lima; eee e 1s. pollibie with 


a jealous mind, I was reſolved to inſtil into 
yours A notion of her being the child of 
Evander; and, as a confirmation, of it, 
àxexxed that I myſelf had been the confi- 


dent of Mrs, Leiceſter's ſtolen, interviews, 


_ him long before your marriage. 
+5; Any but a clouded. imagination monk. 


baye detected the impoſition ;, but you. 
greedily imbibed the flagitious ſuggeſtion, 


and, without any other proof than the. 


letter I ſent to you under a fictitious name, 


condemned the little innocent to hunger, 
cold, and death. 
Ob, Leiceſter | what n catalogue of.. 
ſins Will appear againſt us at the great tri- 
bunal! Cxedulity was in you as great a 
crime as envy in the wretch before you-— 
it cauſed you to diſtreſs your wife, Haan” 
a lovely 
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a lovely infant of exiſtence, and drive to 
madneſs a woman whoſe greateſt crime 
was her attachment to an unworthy mil- 
treſs Poor Kitty, unable to ſupport the 
ſhock of exiſting among lunatics, became 


in a ſhort time the object you repteſented 


her when you carried her to the houſe.— 
-Usbappy girl! thy puniſhments in this 
world will, I hope, ſecure thy pardon in 
the next. Would to Heaven the fins of 
thy eruel employets might as eaſily admit 


of expiation ! but for us, alas! what tor- 


ments can be equal to our guilt > ”—— 
Here the miſerable creature burſt into 
Fu flood of tears, and, ſtaring WY round 
her, cried out, ED | 
% But 1 where is Evander? Where 
is my huſband? As he has beem the 
ſharer of my crimes, ought he not to par- 
take 
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take vf my remorſe But he is gone! 
gone! - ruſhed into Ny with all his 
ſins upon his head! 

Hier head ſunk upon her pillow—then 
dae) ſtarting. up, | 
211% Hark he calls come, Evan- 
der, I come !——Let me but repair as 
much as poſfible- the injury I have done 
"this-worthy couple, and then willingly 


Mall I throw am on the clemency of 


my Creator Forgive me, caſting 
her languid eyes on Leiceſter, who ſat 
ſtruck with equal aſtoniſhnient' and com- 
punction “ Say that I am forgiven, 
and death will loſe its terrors Mrs. 
Leiceſter has already ſealed my pardon--- 
can you be' leſs amen than that 
ſuffering angel?“ 

1 e —— exclaimed 
820 he, 


- 
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he, ſtarting; from his ſeat ( Your words 
give comfort to my rending- ſoul—Doe 
my. Selima yet live? Heavenly Tounds ! 
Mbere is ſhe ? — But, ah! will ſhe not 
ſpurn me? —Ought 1 not to deſpair oj 

pity, who. have ſhewn ſo little? ? 
At that inſtant the good lady enteret 
the apartment, leading ber ſmiling girl. 
What an affecting ſcene They 
ruſnhed into his arms, whilſt the poor gen. 
tleman, conſcious of his un worthineßz, 
ſhrunk ftoin their embrace, and, finking 
on the ſhoulders of Mr. Radnor, was for 
many minutes inſenſible to joy or pain.— 
The tender ſocthings of Mrs. Leiceſter at 
length prevailed, and be once more re- 
turned to life and happineſs. To 
do juſtice to the penitence of the one, or 
EF, eee and tenderneſs of 
the 
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deſoriptive pen than mine----I can only . 
1 | fimply.Qtell-you, that felf:reproach and 
+ mutual forgiveneſs employed the tongues 
of of both · Mr. Leiceſter lamented his cruel 
conduct in terms worthy thoſe who ſee 
ref their error and are not too haughty to 
il. confeſs. it his lady bewailed her (only) 
fe) fault that of diſingenuity, which ſhe 
en. | ound, with tears had been a primary 
efs, cauſe, of all her troubles. - Their little Se- 
lima, all attention and affection, ſighed as 
they ſighed, or Kipped * Wen n | 
they mild. f. RL: 
Not a dry eye was nen the 
mom. Mr. Bromfield, Sir Edward, and 
Radnor, ſhewed themſelves very wometl. 
We all wept from the different ſources of 
oy and ee kb reconciliation the 
. Leiceſters 
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Leiceſters occaſioned the former; and to 


... - ſeea beautiful young creature ſeemingly 


in the agonies of death, and finking under 
the ſtings of a wounded conſcience, could 
it fail of producing abundance of the lat- 


ter? What words can do juſtice to our 


feelings ? I can only fay, 
Great was the perturbation of our breaſts: 


To- morrow the once gay, infinuating 
ſeducer will be conſigned to his parent 
earth. The corpſe is to be privately in- 
terred at Woodly, by the deſire of his re- 


lations. © The heir to his eſtate is a bloom—- 


ing youth of ſeventeen, who, from what 


little the family Know of him, ſeems to a 


inherit all the external graces of his uncle, 
but none of his vices, 


We have not yet learnt by what means 


Miſs 


ans. 


is 


MiſT.'s marriage with Evander at laſt 
took place. In her narrative ſhe con- 
cluded the confeſſion of her guilt without 
making the ſmalleſt mention of it further 


than calling him her huſband: but, if ſhe 


the remainder of her ſtory. 


Adieu, dear Madam !—N either time | 
nor paper will at preſent permit me to 


add more than that I am, wd mur 


eil, 20 
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PB rom the 8 to the Same. 


| © dear Mackay wade more 
and more among us. The poor penitent 
daily mends, and Mrs. Leiceſter, with in- 
effable ſweetneſs, watches over her reco- 
| very. Her compoſed aſpect and pa- 
tience under her afflict ions are to me the 
moſt ſtriking proofs of the ſincerity of 
her repentanoe. She repines not at her 
fate; appears not anxious either for life 
or death, but with calm reſignation awaits 
the decrees of Providence. The re · eſta- 
bliſhment of the felicity of her injured 
friends, and certainty of their dear child's 
alive (whom ſhe before imagined to have 
3 been 
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been ſacrificed to her revenge), have in- 
ſpired her with ſerenity and lively hopes 
of. pardon. Should ſhe recover, ſhe pro- 
poſes retiring to a convent, and by a life 
of penitence atone as much as poſſible 
for-the ** ſins and offences of her youth.” 
We oppoſe not her defign. Under ſuch: 
circumſtances what ſo eligible as retreat ? 
The remains of her fortune, after her ad- 
miſſion into the convent, ſhe intends to 
ſettle on the little Selima, as the only 
amends ſhe can make for the miſery ſhe 
has cauſed her and her worthy parents. 
In ſhort, ſhould the Almighty deign to 
bleſs her with increaſe of days, her reſolu- 
tions are worthy a heart anxious to obtain 
the future favor of Heaven. | 

We yeſterday learnt the particulars of 
her marriage wich Evander. Intereſt ap- 
Vor. II. M pears 
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pears to have been the only motive which 


ackuated the unfortunate youth. 
If you remember, Madam, in her diſ- 


courſe with Mr. Leiceſter, Miſs T. men- 


tioned, that, after Evander found himſelf 
diſappointed in his views upon Mrs.Leiceſ- 
ter, he ſuddenly repaired to Dover, leay- 
ing her to lament her folly, and the miſ- 
chief it had produced. 

I ſeems ſhe immediately returned to 
ker father s, Whoſe death a few months 
afterwards left her in poſſeſſion of a very 
large fortune. By ſome means or other 
the news reached the ears of her Ingrate, 


upon which he inſtantly flew to R. and, 


ſeereting himſelf in the village, formed a 
ſchem̃e of carrying her off; naturally ſup- 
poſing that her reſentment had triumphed 
over her affection, and that, with ſuch a 

| fortune, 
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fortune, ſhe would conſole herſelf for his 
neglect, by accepting the hand of ſome 
one of the numerous ſuitors it would pro- 
bably attract. 

_ He effected his deſign one evening as 
ſhe was returning from a neighbour's ſhe 
had been viſiting ; and, carrying her by 
force to a poſtchaiſe that was in waiting, 
ordered the driver 'to take the northern 
road, and puſh on with the greateſt expe- 
dition. 

Imagine her aſtoniſhment, when, on 
his unmaſking, ſhe diſcovered the perſon 
who offered this violence to be Evander ! 
Though from his former conduct ſhe was 
convinced that the preſent reſulted only 
from mercenary views, yet love, all-power- 
ful love! pleaded in his favor. At firſt, 
indeed, ſhe affected diſpleaſure 3 but the 
M 2 art- 
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artful man, ſkilled in all the blandiſhments 
of deceit, ſoon diſarmed her of her pre- 
tended anger, and regained his empire in 
her breaſt. He ſwore, that, when he be- 
fore fled from her, it was only to evade 
the vengeance of the injured Leiceſter ; 
and declared he knew not of her father's 
death till his arrival at the village. In 
ſhort, he had the addreſs to obtain her 
conſent to purſue their journey, 

Though aware that ſuch a ſtep would 
leave her. miſtreſs of no part of her for- 
tune, (nor the ſmalleſt jointure in lieu of 
it,) the poor infatuated woman had not 
the reſolution to reject him — But was 
it probable, that ſhe, who had ſhewn fo 
little diſcretion before, ſhould of a ſudden 
become prudent ? 

All that ſhe can offer as a palliative for 

| the 
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the folly of marrying a man who bad 


given no proofs of any real affection for 


her- —all the attachment he had ſhewn evi- 


dently ſpringing from ſelf-intereſt----is, 
that, after being miſſed in her family, 
and ſeen to go off with a gentleman, ſhe 
ſhould have loſt her reputation ; where- 
fore, to avoid ſuch imaginary ſcandal, ſhe 

rihed 1 into certain miſery. | 
At the time we were fo forturiately at 
band to afford them aſſiſtance, they were 
returning from Scotland, where they had 
frayed the nuptial benediction, and were 
going to launch forth into the follies and 
diffiparions of the beau monde, with all 
the eclat ſuitable to their fortune. —Alas.! 
how precarious are the joys of this life ! 
Inſtead of ſhining in the ring, or flut- 
tering among the gayeſt of Pleaſure's vo- 
M 3 aries, 
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taries, behold the hapleſs youth the prey 


of death ! his once animated and lovely 


form a putrid maſs of earth ! not even 
the ſhadow of his former ſelf ! all---all 
laid waſte ! his vices, alas! yielding the 
ſtrongeſt remembrance of him. The 
ſituation of his unhappy bride 1s equally 
affecting. Even death were more deſi- 
rable than to be excluded from ſociety by 
the conſciouſneſs of ſhame---than to drag 
on an exiſtence hated and unuſeful.— 
Poor T „ how pitiable ! yet how juſt 
the puniſhment inflicted on thee ! Once 
the daughter of beauty, innocence, and 
virtue---now the victim of vice and folly ! 
Providence ſtrewed thy couch with roſes ; 
thou ſpurnedſt them, and in thy downy 


\ Excuſe me, dear Madam; the ſubject 


18 
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is too affecting I muſt bring my let: 
ter to an immediate concluſion, or walk 
into the garden to recover my ſpirits 
Antonia is there, I ſee — Perhaps her 
lively converſe will help to diſſipate my 
gloom ——— | | 


- 


In Continuation, 


no reſume my pen to conclude 
my letter, and obey the commands of the 


worthy Mrs. Bromfield. She begs me, 


Madam, to treſpaſs once more on your 
kind indulgence, ſolliciting permiſſion to 
prolong my ſtay here till the nuptials of 
her Antonia, which will take place imme- 

M 42 _ diately 
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diately after the departure of Miſs T. 
C1 | Ds — 3 2 
(whoſe impatience to embrace a life of 
auſterity permits der to remain under this 


hoſpitable roof only till her phy ſician ſhall | 


pronounce that ſhe may with ſafety ven- 
ture on the journey). And the dear, 
lovely Antonia declares ſhe ſhall not think 
herſelf married, if her Clara refuſes to be 
preſent at the awful ceremony. May I 
flatter myſelf, then, that my compliance 
with the call of friendſhip will no ways 
incoinmode my dear Mama? —1 would 
ſacrifice every thing but duty to the ſiſter 
of my ſoul —— Should you, notwith- 
ſtanding my deſire of obliging her, com- 
mand me to return, believe me, Madam, 
no human ties would have power to 
detain me one moment from your pre- 
F 522 
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Mr., and Mrs. Leiceſter intend, in a 
few days, doing themſelves the happineſs 
of calling upon you in their way to Lon- 
don. The remembrance of their former 
trouble is with them loſt in preſent feli- 
city. "Tis the intereſt of the good gen- 
tleman to bury it in oblivion ; and the 
godlike diſpoſition of his amiable wife 
makes her willing to forget it alſo.— 
Were I diſpoſed to envy any- one, it 
would be Mrs. Leiceſter ; not for beauty 
of perſon, but goodneſs of heart—no one, 
ſurely, poſſeſſes i it in a greater degree, 
am ſummoned by a party that 


has unexpectedly dropped in. I muſt at- 
tend them, or the giddy girls will ſacri- 
fice my letter to their impatience. ——1 
ſhall with pleaſure await your commands, 
which I hope to receive by return of poſt. 

M 5 —Fare- 


, © 
—Farewel, dear Madam! Every ſea- 
ſonable wiſh attends my worthy parent !— 
That the bleſſings of Heaven may reſt 
on herſelf and eſtimable huſband, is the 
earlieſt and lateſt prayer of 


Their obedient 


CLARA 
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LETTER XVII. 


Mrs. E.vin to Miſs HARLEv. 
Hampſtead. 

Ir has been with inexpreſſible ſatisfac- 
tion that we have peruſed our deareſt 
Clara's letters. Your laſt, my good girl, 
inſpired us with peculiar pleaſure. To 
know that you are well, and innocently 
amuſed, is no ſmall compenſation for your 
abſence. Your gaiety of heart gives ani- 


mation to us all when preſent ; and your 
lively, yet ſenſible letters, Keep us from 


being gloomy when you are not with us, 
A mother, you may believe, is no flat- 


terer. Continue but amiable as you now 
NM 6 5 
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are, and the bleſſings of Heaven will at- 
tend your ſteps. I am happy in know- 
ing myſelf the parent of a child endowed 
with external graces, but ſuperlatively fo 
in finding her good as ſhe is lovely. 

We willingly yield you to the wiſhes 
of. Mrs. Bromfield ; but, when the happy 
knot is tied, ſhall expect to have you re- 
ſtored tor us by the hands of Sir Edward 
and his Lady. As, now the autumn is 
ſo. far advanced, they will certainly ſtay no 
longer in the country than the celebration 
of their nuptials, their company, even for 
a few days, at Hampſtead, in their way 
to London, will be the bigheſt gratifica- 
tion to us. Capt. Elvin, I know, is a 
favorite of Miſs Sedley's. He joins in 
my entreaties, and promiſes himſelf much 
ſatisfaction from a family intimacy. He 


formerly 


| formerly had ſome ſhght- acquaintance 
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with Sir Edward, which was interrupted 
by the Captain's being ordered to join 
his regiment, He now wiſhes much to 
renew it. 

It was with the trueſt whence that 1 
read your account of Miſs T. 's penitence. 
May it be acceptable in the ſight of her 
offended God! The plan ſhe has laid 
down for her future life is a convincing 


Proof of the ſincerity of her contrition, 


and ſhews an heart not totally depraved. 
She was once (according to the account 
given me by Mrs. Leiceſter) a good and 
amiable girl, and, till infatuated by her 


; paſſion for Evander, a valuable friend 


—a melancholy inſtance of the truth of 
the poet's remark, when he tells us, 


As the beſt ſoil will bear the rankeſt weeds, 


So the beſt heart will bear the vileſt deeds,” 
Love, 
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Love, though it has power to humanize 
the ſavage, as often renders furious the 
moſt gentle mind. Under the guidance 
of diſcretion, it prompts to every kind and 
noble act; but when reaſon quits the 


helm, every baneful idea is at liberty to 


Invade the breaſt, Had the unfortunate 
Miſs T. never beheld Evander, ſhe might 
have yet lived bleſt and bleſſing. How 
neceſſary, then, before the heart ſurrenders 
itſelf, to know that the object of its par- 
tiality merits the diſtinction! A mind 
not biaſſed by a too haſty prepoſſeſſion, 
muſt have diſcovered Evander's want of 
thoſe virtues which ought to have been 
his greateſt recommendation in the eyes 
of a prudent woman. Even ſuppoſing 
him ſenſible of Miſs T.'s attractions, was 


it not probable, that the man, who could 


cancel every obligation, break through all 
the 
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the ties of hoſpitality, and attempt to ſe? 
duce the wife of his deareſt friend, would 
form deſigns unfavorable to her honor? 
But, when reaſon is perverted, what is 
powerful enough to reſtrain the tide of 
paſſion ? 

| Sulceptbility | is extremely dangerous to 
our ſex. f it proves us tender, it alſo 
proves us weak ; and, though peculiarly 
engaging to good men, the bad never fail 
to take undue advantage of it, —May my 
Clara, poſſeſſed as the is of every femi- 
nine grace, unite to them all the ſtrength 
and judgment of a man! The fortner 


will procure admiration ; the latter render 


the conqueſt permanent. 
How delicately does Mrs. Leiceſter en- 


deavor to exculpate her huſbaud and her 
| fallen friend, by attributing to herſelf the 


fault 
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fault of difingenuity! Had it not been 
excited by the moſt pure and laudable 
motives, I ſhould allow the charge to be 
juſt; but in a heart like hers it was an 
error of virtue — She meant not deception, 
but trembled leſt a conduct more candid 
ſhould occaſion bloodſhed. In ſuch a 


predicament ſhe would ſtand ac quitted by 
the moſt rigid judge. But, as few can 
plead the like worthy motives for a du- 
plicity of conduct, I muſt acknowledge 
myſelf, on almoſt all occafions, the greateſt 
enemy to every ſpecies of deception, or, 
to uſe the moſt favorable term, difinge- 
muity. It ſeldom or never fails of creating 
miſery to ſome of the parties it is meant 
to befriend. To expreſs fully my abhor- 
rence of it, I muſt borrow a few lines 
from the inimitable Young : 


«& I give 
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10 give him joy that's awk ward at a lie; 
Whoſe feeble nature Truth ſtill keeps in 

ape. | 1 

His incapacity is his renown — 

Tis great---'tis manly to diſdain diſguiſe 

It ſhews our ſpirit, or it proves our ſtrength.” 


; Tihall now take my leave of my dear 
daughter with prayers for the happineſs 
of herfelf and friends. May the marriage 
of Miſs Sedley be auſpicious ! and may 
the poor penitent find peace in the aſy- 
lum ſhe has choſen'! The moſt affec- 
tionate of mothers participates in the 
every with of a heart which ſhe fondly 
flatters herſelf never yet breathed an im- 


| prudent one. Adieu, my beloved git?! 


With beſt reſpects to every part of the 
Bromfield family, believe me, 
Iuour affectionate mother, 
UE TT 
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CONCLUSION 


* By the Editor. 


AS a ſatisfaction to the readers, it will 
be neceſſary to inform them, that the 
marriage of Sir Edward and Miſs Sedley 
took place immediately after the receipt 
of the laſt letter; and, as the happy pair 
conducted Miſs Harley without delay to 
| Hampſtead, an epiſtolary correſpondence 


between that young lady and Mrs, Elvin 
was diſcontinued, 


The moſt friendly intimacy ſtill ſub- 


ſiſts between the families of the Baronet, 
| Mr. 
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Ar. Bromfield, and Captain Elvin.— 
With the approbation of the laſt and 
Mrs. Bromfield, Mr. Radnor pays ſerious 
addreſſes to Miſs Harley; and an union 
between them is ſoon expected. 


The penitent widow of Evander has 
entered on her noviciate, at the expiration 
of which ſhe is determined on the veil; 


and promiſes to be as great a convert as 


ever forſook the paths of vice. 


Lord Des Lunettes (the nobleman 
whoſe memoirs are introduced in theſe 


volumes) ſtill exiſts a pattern of hypo- 
criſy and cruelty, ridiculed by his ac- 


quaintance, and ſcourged by a reſtleſs 


conſcience. —His amiable daughter con- 


tinues under the tuition of Mrs. B——, 
and 


- 
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and there is every reaſon. to hope ſhe will 
prove a ſhining ornament to ſociety--a 
bleſſing far too great for a parent, who, 
as he advances in years, increaſes in wick- 
edneſs, without conſidering, that < the 


ſins of the Fathers are viſited upon the 
Children.“ ; 
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That ſacred ſenſe of woe, 
Wich none but Friends and Lovers know. 
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The Editors of the Critical Review for July 
laſt, after giving copious extracts from theſe en- 
tertaining volumes, begin and conclude their 
remarks as follow: 

* The ſtyle and manner of theſe Letters bear 
ſo ſtrong a reſemblance to thoſe of the ſame title 
which were the genuine productions of Mr, 

Sterne, that, were we not told by the Editor 

hey were only imitations, they might with great 
appearance of juſtice be aſcribed to that writer, 
Vide the Preface,” 1 

The author of theſe Letters has taken up 
the ſubject where the Letters between Yorick 
and Eliza ended, and, to preſerve the greater ap- 
pearance of originality, has adopted the circum- 
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ings of thoſe capital maſters, is by no means 


deficient in point of expreſſion and ſentiment; 
the delicacy of the one, and the propriety of 
the other, doing frequent honour to the ſen- 
- ſibility and taſte of the writer; to whom the 
novel-reading part of the ſex will, we doubt 
not, think themſelves under ſome obligation for 
this agreeable, addition to their literary enter- 
tainment,” —dSee London Review, Now. 1775. 
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TDhoſe who to Convents fly, will ſadly find, 
That danger, vice, and woe of every kind, 
Are ſurely met with there, not 4% behind. 
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many of thoſe agreeable ſtories ih which virtue 
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